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ITHNA ‘ASHARIYYA 



INTRODUCTION 


The lives of ‘All and of his two sons, Hasan and Uusain are 
related in full detail by European writers on Islamic history ; 
but they are silent about the following nine Im&ms. The 
great Sunni historians are equally reticent, and so we are 
dependent on Shfah authorities for information about a body 
of men, revered and respected by a large number of Muslim 
people. The following pages give an account of these Im&ms, 
and, though it is dependent on much that is legendary and on 
tales of doubtful historical accuracy, it may fitly find a place in 
the Islim Series. Some of these Imams were learned men ; 
some possessed an attractive personality ; and all, considering 
the deep affection Shi'ahs have for them, deserve to be kept 
in remembrance. Shi‘ah historians seem to me to be, on the 
whole, rather credulous persons and this impairs the value of 
their writings as historical records ; but it is a great advantage 
to the student of Islam to know what the SM‘ahs believe 
about their revered and beloved Imams, and for this reason 
this book is published. 


Edward Sell. 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTORY 


Ali, the son-in-law of the Prophet was the fourth Khalifa of 
Islam and the first of the twelve Imams of the Imamiyya sect 
of the Sbi‘ahs. Soon after his accession, a civil war broke out 
which led to much confusion and bloodshed. In the ‘Battle 
of the Camel so called because as an opponent to ‘AH, 
‘Ayisha fwas present, seated in a camel litter. Ten thousand 
men were slain. In the year a. D. 661 ‘AH was murdered. 

His son Hasan succeeded to the Imamat. He was elected 
Khalifa by the people of Kufa, but he had little or no temporal 
authority for then the Muawiya Ummayad Khalifa at 
Damascus was in full power. With him he made a treaty 
by the terms of which Muawiya was to retain the Khalifate 
and after his death it was to pass on to Husain, another son 
of AH. Hasan then retired into private life. It is said that 
Yazid, the son of Muawiya, caused him to be poisoned. 

Husain, a younger son of ‘AH, became the third Imam 
and should have succeeded to the Khalifate, but Mu awiya 
set aside the treaty he had made with Hasan and appointed 
his son Yazid as his successor. The men bf Kufa then urged 
Husain to assert his claim. He resided in Mecca and had 
never taken the oath of allegiance to Mu‘awiya. Husain, 
against the advice of his friends urging him not to trust so 
fickle a people as the Kufans, responded to their call and set 
out for that city with a very small body of men, Yazid sent 
troops to intercept him and on the plains of Karbala he was 
cruelly slain. A young lad had escaped to a tent, when a 
soldier was about to slay him, whom another man 
reproached for his brutality, so the life of ‘AH Asgbar, after¬ 
wards Imam Zainu’l-‘Abidin was spared. 

So passed away in a tragic manner the three first Im£ms. 
There were nine successors, the story of whose lives are little 
known. Before narrating that story in detail it is necessary 
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to give a brief account of the political state of Arabia and to 
describe the various factions which, opposed to one another, 
kept the country in a chronic state of civil war. 

The people of Mecca and Madina were horrified when 
they heard of Husain’s death. One man, however, was not 
sorry. It was ‘Abdu’liah ibn Zubair, an ambitious, 
unscrupulous man who had aspired to the Khalifate. So 
long as Husain was alive his aspiration had no chance of 
being realized, and so he had persuaded Husain to respond to 
the call of the people of Kufa and proceed on his fatal journey. 
He was also opposed to the Ummayad Khalifas and when 
,Mu‘awiya, desiring to get his son Yazid recognized as his 
Successor, came to Madina to consult and win over to his 
proposal the leading men there, ‘Abdu’llah with Husain, son of 
All, and ‘Abdu’r-Rahman, son of Abu Bakr, absolutely refused 
to acknowledge this form of transfer of the supreme power. 
They said they should either follow the example of the 
Prophet and let the people of Madina choose, or, like Abu 
Bakr, choose a successor from the Quraish, or, like ‘Umar, 
appoint electors to choose the Khalifa. Finding argument 
useless he called his troops and made the people take the 
oath of allegiance to Yazid as his successor. Mu'awiya never 
forgave ‘Abdu’llah for the bold stand he made and said to 
Yazid: ‘The man who will attack thee with the strength 
of a lion and the subtilty of the fox is ‘Abdu’llah ibn 
Zubair; if you get him into your power, cut him to 
pieces.’ 

Such then was the man who soon attained power, and for 
cine years ruled in Mecca and defied successfully the armies 
■of succeeding Khalifas. By birth and descent he was noble 
and so could appeal to the pride of the people. His father, 
slain at the Battle of the Camel, had been a great favourite of 
<he Prophet, his mother ‘Asraa was a daughter of Abu Bakr. 
*Ayisha, a favourite wife of the Prophet, was his maternal 
aunt, and Khrdija, the first and best-loved of all Muhammad’s 
wives, was his paternal one. He was the first child born to 
Muslim parents after the flight to Madina, and as a boy was 
Jjefoved by his grandfather. He had been a courageous and 
. successful warrior, and above all had declined to take the 
oath of allegiance to Yazid, and for safety had fled for refuge 
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to the sanctuary of the Ka‘ba at Mecca where he was well 
received by the people. 

When the sad news of the death of Husain reached 
Madina, the city was deeply stirred. ‘Abdu’llah, the most 
prominent of its inhabitants, stood forth in the great mosque 
and addressed an excitable crowd, setting forth the treachery 
of the Kufaos which had brought such sorrow on them all. 
The people wound up to a high pitch of excitement saw in 
the fiery speaker a bold and capable leader; they thronged 
around him and hailed him as their Khalifa. Now, for the 
first time, though not for the last, there were two Khalifas 
in Islam. 

The possession of the two cities of Mecca and Madina 
added much to the strengthening of ‘Abdu’ltah’s posjtion and 
aided the growth of home patriotism among his followers, 
who had a common centre in the two sanctuaries, and thus 
claimed superiority over all other Muslims. Much as the 
Umayyads, who were strong in Syria, disliked the Shiahs, 
they could not easily give up the duty of making the Hajj, 
which so long as ‘Abdu’llah was supreme in Mecca and 
Madina was difficult. The Umayyads then desired to transfer 
the Prophet’s puipit from Madina to Damascus and so make 
it the religious as well as the policical capital; but the scheme, 
like that of Mansur's later on to make Baghdad take the 
place of Mecca, utterly failed. 

The people of Madina revolted against Yazid and appointed 
two leaders, one for the Ansar and one for the Quraish. Most of 
the Umayyads were baaished, but the few who remained sent 
to Damascus for assistance, so Muslim bin ‘Uqba with a 
strong force was sent. After a stout defence most of the 
Ansar were slain. The victor demanded unconditional 
surrender and then, amid scenes of great ferocity, slew 
a large number, ill-treated the women and sacked the city 
which had sheltered the Prophet. The mosque was desecrated 
by being turned into a stable and valuable offerings were 
stolen from the ruins of demolished shrines. The army then 
marched to Mecca and beseiged it. The sacred Ka‘ba was 
reduced to ruins and much destruction was done to the city. 

The Siege which had lasted forty days W&s rkised \tfhen 
the news of Y&fcid’s deith arrived. Yar£ld 'fofcs. & rude drs- 
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courteous man. One day Imam Zainu’l-* Abidin was brought 
into bis presence. Yazid was drinking and playing chess. 
When he had won his game, he went on drinking wine, 
pouring the dregs of his cup into a basin in which the head 
of Imam Husain was placed. He took no notice of the per¬ 
sons standing in his presence. At last Zainu’)-’Abidin gained 
permission to speak. He then reproached Yazid for his con¬ 
duct. Yazid listened hoping to find some cause which would 
justify bis putting Zainu’l-'Abidln to death, but found 
none. Further insults followed to which due reproaches 
were made. At length the Imam and his friends were 
allowed to depart, saying, ‘O Yazid may God Most High cut 
cff your hands.’ With this curse they left his presence. 1 

The next Khalifa was a mere boy whose reign lasted only 
a few months and who was succeeded by Marwan the oldest 
member of the clan. The times were critical and required a 
strong man at the head of affairs. The removal of a ruler, 
in whom all law and authority is supposed to reside, is the 
signal for anarchy and disorder. ‘Abdu’llah ibn Zubair was 
at once proclaimed Khalifa by his partisans in the Hijaz, 
Yemen, ‘Iraq and Egypt. , The commander of the besieging 
force, before retiring, promised his assistance and wished 
‘Abdu’llah to proceed to Damascus, where there was a party in 
his favour. He could there confer with Khalifa Marwan and 
perhaps persuade him to come to some terms acceptable to 
both parties ; but ‘Abdu’llah was afraid to go. This was 
a grave error of judgement, for had he gone he would have 
consolidated his power and possibly have become the sole 
ruler. This hesitation gave the Umayyad faction time to 
rally round Marwan. Civil war again set in with all its horrors. 
There were now four distinct parties hostile to each other : 2 
(l) the Umayyads at Damascus, (2) ‘Abdu’llah ibn Zubair at 
Mecca, (3) the Shi‘ah supporters of Muhammad ibn Hanafiyya 
at Kufa, (4) the Kharajites, or men who after the battle of 

1 For a full account of Ibe interview, see Sahifatu'l-' 'Abidin, p. 39. 

a Marwan is-'not recognised by the Shi'abs as a lawful Khalifa. 
They look upon him as a rebel against tAbdu’JIah ibn Zubair. They 
regard the KhaHfate of ‘Abdu’l-Malik as rightful, after the death of the 
son of ‘Abdu'UAh ibn Zubair. Amir „At,f, A short History of,the 
Saracens, p'53. 


Siffin deserted ‘All. They now all met at Mecca for the 
pilgrimage, displaying the banners which represented their 
separate factions. It was a curious sight, and tumults might 
have arisen; but they all respected the sacredness of the 
occasion and so no conflict arose. They then separated in' 
peace to prepare for war. The next Khalifa at Damascus 
was ‘Abdu’l-Malik. 

‘Ubaidu’llah, the governor of Basra, on hearing of 
Yazld’s death exhorted the Basrians to claim independence, 
stating that they were the more important part of the empire, 
that their province was self-supporting, and that he was well 
qualified to be their chief. They highly approved of his 
proposal and bravery and sent a messenger to Ktifa, request¬ 
ing the people there to join in the insurrection. The proposal 
was rejected with scorn and the Basrians, failing to get this 
support, renounced their allegiance to ‘Ubaidu’llah, who then 
bad to flee away, leaving the city in great disorder. When 
he arrived at Damascus, he found Marwan inclined to come 
to terms with his rival, ‘Abdu’llah, at Mecca, but persuaded 
him from doing so. 

At length in the year a.H. 61, the Krfatis came to the 
conclusion that they had behaved badly to Husain and that, 
as an atonement for the sin, they should revenge his death; 
They applied to some of the leading men of the sect, and 
listened to an earnest appeal to take action. ‘ What excuses ’ 
they were asked, ‘ would they have when thev appeared 
before God, how would they be able to look the Prophet in 
the face, when they had slain his grandson.’ There was no 
way of atonement but by revenging Husain’s death. The 
appeal was successful, but as they were few in number a 
letter from Sulayman ibn Sard, now chosen with a few others 
as their leaders, was sent out far and wide to all.the mem¬ 
bers of the Shi'ah sect and many heartily responded and 
promised aid. 

They appointed five men, who had been Companions of 
the Prophet, to consult together as to what should be done. 
They met in Sulayman’s house and agreed that the trouble 
suffered in Kufa was on account of their action towards 
Husain, that they must repent and seek for pardon. Sulay¬ 
man then told the people that their first duty was to repent. 
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and then act. They bowed their heads and sought pardon, 
and then stood up and drew their swords and upheld their 
lances, and unanimously agreed to clear the earth of the 
murderers of the family of the Prophet and make an end of 
them and their frivolous rulers and appoint ZainuVAbidin 
Khalifa. 

It was not, however, till the year a.h. 65, about the 
time of Marwan’s death, that a large expedition set forth 
under the command of Sulayman I bn Darad. They went 
with the intention of desposing the two and rivals, Khalifa 
Marwan and ^Abdu’Uah ibn Zubair. They were called 
the penitents ’ because of their sorrow for having caused 
the death of Husain. The governor of Kufa and others 
begged Sulayman to wait until additional forces joined 
him, or, at least, till he could be furnished with money 
and material. 1 he reply was that they were not going out 
for this world and so Sulayman declined to wait. The troops 
came to Husain’s tomb, wtiere they spent a day and night, 
praying for him and for pardon for themselves. They were 
sad and wept all day, Sulayman prayed to God to be merciful 
to Husain, the martyr, and his followers, the righteous 
martyrs, and said ; ‘ O God, we call Thee to witness that we 
are the enemies of those who killed them.’ In a battle soon 
after Sulayman was slain. The Shi‘ah historians admit that 
the full object of the expedition was not gained, but say that 
the attempt was necessary to show to the world that earnest 
faith, true belief and priceless freedom existed amongst the 
Shi ahs and that they were not terrified at the superior forces 
of their enemies. 8 

Meanwhile another adventurer comes upon the scene. 
Al-Mukhtar was born in the first year of the Hijra. As a lad 
he accompanied his father to war, and when he grew up to- 
manhood he was famed for his bravery and generalship. An 
unprincipled man, he often changed sides. He opposed 
Hasan, but supported Husain, for which Ubaidu’llah, the 
governor of Kufa, arrested him and struck him a blow on the 
eye. He escaped, vowing that he would take revenge. He 

1 Sahifatu'l-Abidin, pp 85. 

4 Ibid. 


then aided ‘Abdu’llah ibn Zubair and by him was sen on 
duty to Kufa. He joined in the proposal to avenge the 
death of Husain. The Governor, mistrusting him, put him* 
into prison. The Sbi‘ah historian gives a graphic account off 
his sufferings there. A person alleged to bean eye witness 
says: ' I saw a man seated in the ground with fetters 
on his feet, an iron collar round his neck, his bands 
bound ; and his strength so reduced that he could turn 
neither to the right nor to the left.’ 1 It was Al-Mukhtar. 
‘Afterwards he offered his services to ‘Abdu'llah ibn Zubair,. 
who would only accept them on conditions which Mukhtdr did' 
not approve; so he then proposed to raise an army to aid- 
Muhammad ibn Hanafiyya, who replied that, if he thought of 
taking up arms he could get plenty of help, but that he was 
resolved to bear all with patience and leave the event to God, 
and bade Al-Mukhtar ‘to fear God and abstain from shedding; 
blood.’ 

Muhammad and his friends then went on pilgrimage, but 
were seized by ‘Abdu’llah ibn Zubair, who thought that so* 
long as they refused to take the oath of allegiance and 
remained alone, his position was precarious ; so he imprisoned 
them all in the Zamzam, popularly supposed to have been 
made out of the spring from which Hagar refreshed herself. 
The prisoners found means of communication with Al-Mukh¬ 
tar who called the Kufans together and reading the letter, 
said: ‘ This is from your guide, and the purest of the family 
of the House of your Prophet, on whom be peace ; they are 
shut up like sheep, expecting to be killed.’ He said that be 
came to them as a counseller from Muhammad’s grandson. 
He gained them over and when he had attained to power 
he proceeded to attack his old enemy ‘Ubaidull&b, but the 
Kufans, ever fickle, rose up against him. They were defeated 
and severely punished. Soon after his army defeated 
‘Ubaidu’liah in a sanguinary battle and having slain him, sent 
his head to Kufa, where Mukhtar received it ‘on the same? 
spot where six years before he had received the head of the 
Prophet’s grandson.’* 

1 Sahifatu'l-'A bidin, p, 100. 

a Muir, The Caliphate , p. 335. 
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' In the year a.h. 67 Mkhutar was besieged in Kufa. In 
desperation he sallied forth with a few followers and was 
slain. So passed away a great warrior, who had won 
victories over the armies of three Khalifas, who held a large 
tract of country in his possession and who, on the whole, had 
aided the cause of the Imam, had befriended the Sbfabs and 
was eulogized by them. 

In the year A.D. 687, the Kharajites leaving their strong¬ 
hold in Persia stirred up trouble. They were enemies to all 
established governments, especially to that of the Umayyads. 
They advanced to the neighbourhood of Kufa and com. 
mitted great excesses on the way. Meanwhile the Khalifa 
Abdu l-Malik had several insurrections to put down which he 
did with success, for a great leader Mus&b, a friend of 
Abdu llah ibn Zubair, was slain. ‘Abdu’l-Malik now paid atten¬ 
tion to the Kharajite invasion and, finally overcoming it, 
became master of all the eastern part of the empire. The 
only.opponent left was ‘Abdu’llah ibn Zubair. Against him 
Uajjaj, a great warrior, was sent. The seige of Mecca lasted 
eight months and seven days and great damage was done. 
A.t last Abdu’llah’s friends began to desert him and he saw 
his cause was hopeless. His mother, a grand-daughter of 
Abu Bakr, was an old lady of ninety years of age who still 
possessed an undaunted spirit. To her he said, ‘O Mother, 
the people desert me, if I submit they (the enemy) are ready 
to give what I desire, what do you advise ? ’ She told him 
that, if he believed he was in the right, he should not give 
in and become the scorn of the boys of the Umayyad family. 
Death was better.’ ‘Abdu’llah then kissed her and told her 
not to grieve for him. A few days after he again came in, 
kissed her and bade her farewell, for this was to be the last 
day of his life. He then went forth, fought valiantly, slew 
many of his foes and was, at last, himself slain. When 
Hajjij heard the news he fell down and worshipped. Then 
Abdu’llah s head was cut off, exhibited at Madina and then 
sent to Damascus. The mother pleaded in vain for permission 
to bury the body, which was impaled on a gibbet and hung 
up for some days. So passed away one who for nine years 
defied the Umayyad Khalifas and held Mecca against all 
foes. He was a man of great courage but was niggardly. Even 


during the seige he kept his hoards with jealous care and 
neither used them to support his men or to get materials 
for war. It was said of him, ‘There was never a valiant 
man but was also liberal, till ‘Abdu’llah ibn Zubair.’ All 
Arabia now acknowledged the Khalifate o‘f ‘Abdu'l-Malik and 
!Hajjaj and other leaders swore allegiance to him. The 
Sbi‘ah party now lost all hope of becoming temporal rulers, 
but continued to maintain the theory of the Imdmat and 
kept up the succession of their Imams as spiritual guides. 

The rival factions of the Mudarites and the Yemenites 
also kept up their tribal feuds. The cities were antagonistic 
to each other. In the early days Basra supported ‘Uihman 
and Ktifa was on the side of ‘All. Later on Syria was for 
the Umayyads; Yemen against them. Political measures 
brought fresh combinations, and to add to all this confu¬ 
sion bitter religious animosities led to the formation of 
opposing sects. The whole country had been disturbed for 
years. The early days of Isl&m had witnessed constant 
civil wars and bloodshed. Unity there was none, and when 
at last, for a time, it came in the political world, it was 
largely due to the severity of Hajj&j. The religious schism 
remained and still remains to this day. 
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CHAPTER II 

IMAM Z AIN U’L-‘ABIDIN^ 

The plan which Mukhtdr before his death had made was that 
some people of Madina should interview Multammad ibn 
Hanafiyya 1 about the retaliation and, if he was willing, they 
with Mukhtar’s aid could bring it to a successful issue ; if 
not the matter could drop. So they met some of the nobles^ 
of Kufa and then entered into the presence of Muhammad: 
who received them kindly and asked why they had come. 
They said : ‘We wish to aid Mukhtar to avenge the death of 
Plusain. If you permit us we will with entire devotion do this 
work, if not we remain at home.’ Muhammad approved, 
and^ with joy the men from Madina returned with many 
Shf'ahs and ‘Alids to Mukhtar as their leader. Some 
attached themselves to Ibrahim and, in order to win him over, 
Mukhtar presented to him a letter from Muhammad ibn 
Banafiyya, the purport of which was that he should join 
with Mukhtar in seeking vengeance. Ibriblm consented. 

Ayas, the Kotwal of the city, a subordinate of ‘ Abdu’Ilah 
ibn Zubair, seeing Ibrahim with armed Companions (Asl?&b) 
and Ansars wanted to know what they were about. Their 
explanation he treated as subterfuge ; and said that he would 
not allow them to go out. Ibrahim retorted ; ‘ O wretch, 
thou also wert one of the slayers of Husain,’ and forthwith 
slew him when his men fled. The head of Ayas was sent to 
Mukh'ar, who, after defeating in a several conflicts Muhammad 
ibn Hanafiyya and Zainu’l-*Abidin 4 proceeded to Mecca 

' The section of the Sbf'abs which supported Muhammad are called 
the Kaisauiyya: Masudf, Muruiu'dh-Thatials. vol. v, p 180. 

2 When Husain was slain at Karbala a sick lad was found in his tent 
with the women. An assassin wished to kill him, but was prevailed 
upon to take tbe boy to the General. He ordered men to slay the boy ; 
but at the earnest entreaty of the women, who pleaded for the life of 
the sole survivor of the family, the order was rescinded and ‘A1 
‘Asghar, surnamed Zainu’l-Abidin, was set free. 


and’ conversed about the succession to the Im&rpat* 
Muhammad said that he was the most worthy* as he was the 
son of ‘Ali ibn Talib. Zaina’l-‘Abidln replied to his uncle 
thus, 1 Fear God, and make no such claim,’ they then agreed 
to appeal to the Black Stone (I'lajaru’l-aswad). Muhammad 
prayed for a sign, but no answer came, then Zainu’l- Abidia 
prayed, and the stone was so agitated that it nearly fell out of 
the wall of the Ka‘ba. Then came, in eloquent Arabic, the 
answer that he was the true Imdm after Iffusain, to which 
decision Muhammad consented. 1 

When Zainu’l-’Abidln (ornament of the pious) returned to 
Madina, he led a quiet and retired life, and withdrew from 
society and only a few intimate friends visited him for- 
religious purposes. He appointed Mahammad Hanafiyya as 
his deputy. His mother was a daughter of the last King of 
Persia, so that be had a special hold on the affections of the 
Persian people. He died in Muharram A. H. 95 when he was 
fifty-seven years of age. It is said that he was poisoned by 
the order of the Khalifa ‘Abdu’l-Malik’. 4 He was buried in the- 
cemetery of Baql‘ in which his uncle Husain was also interred. 
Before his death he nominated Muhammad Bakir as his- 
successor, and the chief men of Madina tendered him their 
allegiance. At the age of twenty-three he was betrothed to 
his cousin, a daughter of Imam Husain. Zainu 1- Abidin s 
good manners and disposition are highly praised. He was 
looked upon as a man unequaled in that age. He is saia to 
have been a humble and very devout man, making 1000 rah ats 
in tbe space of a day and night, and that when, on the H a J) 
he assumed the ihram, of the pilgrims garb, his countenance 
changed, and his frame shook with emotion, and that when 
making wadu’, or the ceremonial ablution^, his face became 
pale. When asked the reason he replied, ‘ You do not know 
into whose presence I am going.’ When he received any. 
favour from God, or at the prescribed place when reciting 

1 Sahifatu'l- Abidin, p. 184. 

5 Ibid p. 85. 

3 A rak'at is the prostration after a number of verses of the Qur'an 
have been recited in the Namdz. Sell, Faith of Islam (fourth ed.) . 
p. 369. * 
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the Qur’an, and on other occasions, he used to make sijdah 
This he did so frequently that on his bright forehead two 
■corns formed, which in hardness were like the under part of a 
camel (i.e. hoof) which in Arabic is called al-taftat , so one of 
his titles was Dhu’l-Taftat. One day when making sijdah 
the mat set on fire and the people called out to him, Fire, 
hre ’, but he did not raise his head, and the fire went out. 
When asked how he had extinguished it, he replied, ‘ By the 
■fire of the Last Day.’ 

He had a mosque in his own house and, when a third or 
one half of the night bad passed, he used to get up, and pray 
-to this effect : ‘O thou chensher of the poor, anxiety about 
■rising and standing before Thee did not allow me to spread 
the carpet of rest or to sieep.’ He then fell down with his 
cheek on the ground. The household gathered round him 
■but he noticed them not. 

When he went out he walked and did not ride, and so his 
pure body became disordered. Muhammad Bakir asked him 
why he did this. He replied : ‘ I seek for nearness to God.’ 

He was generous and kind to the poor, and fed the 
indigent people of Madina. He was kind to animals. Just 
before his death he charged B£kir to look after his favourite 
she-camel. This faithful animal used to come frequently to 
the grave, and, lying down, sighed and showed her grief at 
the loss of her master. 

‘ The Imam manumitted a slave girl and married her. 
‘Abdu’l-Malik wrote and rebuked him for this. He replied : 

‘ You have in the Prophet of God a good example. He 
manumitted Safiyya and married her, I manumitted Zaid ibn 
Haritha, and gave him in marriage to Zainab daughter of 
Jahsh.’ 2 

He is reputed to have been a learned man, and a some¬ 
what exaggerated description of his attainments are thus 
summed up. His comprehensive knowledge was priceless, 
and apparent. His great ability, studious attainments, humi¬ 
lity, piety and caution in doubtful matters were completely 
fulfilled in him. 

1 Sijdah is also a prostration in prayer. Sell, Faith of Islam (4th ed). 
p 365. 

a Zaydan, Umayyads and 'Abbasids p. 178. 


The veneration in which be was held is shown in the 
following story. Hisb&m son of ‘Abdu’l-Malik when on pilgri¬ 
mage to Mecca was prevented from kissing the black stone 
(Hajaru’l-aswad) owing to the pressure of the crowd around 
it. He then went and sat down by the well Zamzam. Sud¬ 
denly a man approached the Ka ba ; the crowd made way for 
him to pass through to the black stone, which he kissed. 
The Syrians who had come with Hish&m asked him who this 
person was to whom the ignorant people paid such honour. 
He thought it must be Zainu’l-'Abidin (which it was) and from 
fear said, ‘ I do not know.’ 

In an interview with Zainu’l-'Abidfn the Khalifa Yazid 
declared that Husain had tried to secure the Kbalifate for 
himself and that thanks were due to God who had caused his 
death. 

The Imam replied that the right to rule existed in his 
family long before he (Yazid) was born, for his ancestors had 
borne the standards in the Prophet’s army in the battles of 
Badr, Uhud and the Ditch, whereas Yazid’s ancestors had 
then carried the standards of the enemy ; that, if he thought 
otherwise, he must be out of his senses and that punishment 
would be ready for him at the Day of Judgement. Yazid, on 
bearing these brave words, became very angry and ordered 
the immediate execution of the Imam. The executioner led 
him forth, when suddenly a hand seized him by the neck. 
He was terrified and reported the case to Yazid who was much 
troubled and so the Im&m was saved. 

In the Mosque at Damascus, Yazid ordered the preacher 
(Khafib) to preach a sermon against the Imam and his party. 
When it was over, Zainu’l-‘Abidin requested permission to 
preach. Yazid at first refused, but as those who were 
present demanded it, he gave a reluctant assent, and the 
Imam delivered a sermon. He pointed out that he was a 
child of Mecca, Madina, Zamzam, $afa, a descendant of the 
Prophet, who made the night journey to heaven on Buraq, 
and who bad recieved inspiration from God ; that he was a 
relation of ‘AH, who fought heroically in battle and.brought the 
infidels into obedience, who dispersed the I£barajites and defea- 
ed Talha and Zubair ; that Fatima the pure and her excellency 
Khadiia were his ancestresses, and so on through a long string 
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of claims. He then went on to show his own plans, and how 
God had given to him the banner of guidance to the faithful 
and the banner of destruction to their enemies, and so made 
him superior to all other persons in the love of God and of 
the Prophet. He also added much more in the same strain. 
Then all the people wept and Yazid began to fear lest they 
should be turned against him, so he ordered the Muadhdhin 
to make the call to prayer. This he began to do when the 
Imam told him to be quiet and turning to Yazid said: ‘Is 
Muhammad my grandfather or yours ? Why hast thou killed 
his offspring ? ’ Yazid was silent, and the people said to 
him, Thou hast caused this trouble in Islam,’ and then 
again the whole congregation lifted up their voices and went 
bitterly. F 

It was an impressive scene. Seldom had the great 
Mosque, formerly the Christian church of St. John, seen the 
like; the pleasure-seeking, cruel Khalifa on the one side, the 
persecuted, devout Imdm on the other. The bold words of 
the latter struck terror into the heart of Yazid, and their 
earnest tones, recalling the events of the Prophet’s days, 
stirred a deep emotion and called forth approbation of the 
claim the preacher made. 

Zainu’l-‘Abidin passed his time in meditation, devotional 
exercises and in collecting and arranging the commands of 
the Prophet. When he thought of the sufferings of his 
father he wept so bitterly that his servants became alarmed. 
When food was brought to him he wept and mingled his tears 
with the water he drank. 

The lot of the Shiahs was very sad in these days. They 
were persecuted and to be recognized as a Shiah meant a 
possible death, so they had to practice taqiya or subterfuge, 
by pretending that they were not Shiahs. During his last 
illness, caused by poison admistered by the orders of the 
Khilifa Walid, he swooned away and on becoming conscious 
he prayed and thanked God, who had been so faithful and 
had given him a heritage in heaven, ‘ How good is His reward 
to those jvho do good deeds.’ With these words of praise 
his spirit passed away. 

His-excellent qualities, wisdom, piety and other endow¬ 
ments are set forth in full detail by Shi‘ah historians. Allowing 


for some considerable exaggeration it appears that Imam 
Zainu’l-*Abidin, was a simple-hearted, kindly man, intelligent 
and wise, though perhaps hardly vigorous enough to be the 
successful leader of a party in those days of conflict and 
turmoil, in which he took no active part, but led a quiet 
life giving counsel to and receiving homage from his 
followers. 

The powerful dan patriotism was on the side of the 
Umayyads, the opinion of the legists and many religious 
people supported the Shiahs. Mu'awiya listened patiently to 
their reproaches, took little notice of their language and 
* cu t their tongues’ by gifts and kind treatment. This modera¬ 
tion was shown until the time of ‘Abdu’l-Malik, who, after 
making the Hajj, visited Madina, and to the adherents of the 
Prophet’s family said : * Please remember that 1 am not a 
weak Khalifa like ‘Uthm&n, nor a flattering one like 
Mu‘&wiya, nor a stupid one like Yazid, that I shall not 
cajole this nation except with the sword, until you come into 
line. No person after to-day shall enjoin pity on me but I 
strike off his head,’ 1 He was as good as his word and the 
persecution of the Shl'ahs was so severe that many remem¬ 
bered the milder character of Muawiyah’s rule and said, ‘We 
used to deceive him and he let himself be deceived.’ 

‘Abdu’l-Malik’s policy was carried out by his lieutenant 
Idajjaj, who broke the law that there should be no fighting in 
or near the Ka‘ba, destroyed it and cut cff the bead of 
'Abdu’llah ibn Zubair and sent it to ‘Abdu’l-Malik and then 
exposed the mutilated body on a gibbet in Madina. He also 
did many other cruel acts. The collecting of skulls became a 
custom under the Umayyads and the ‘Abbasids. There was 
a storehouse in the royal palace and each skull was kept 
in a separate basktfi. The bodies were generally crucified 
and exposed. The heads of schismatics, amongst whom 
‘Allds were classed, were placed on lances and carried about 
for the populace to see. 

The Shl‘ahs were bitterly oppressed in the time of ‘Abdu’l- 
Malik, one of the sternest and most vindictive of the Umayyad 


1 Zaydan, Umayyads and ‘Abbasids, p. 101. 
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^ er ®', 1 prohibited the acting on any orders of the 

Khalifa ‘All and put many to a cruel death. I give a few 
cases. Said ibn Jabir was brought before the Khalifa, and 
the following conversation followed : ‘What is your belief 
about the first and second Khalifas, are they in heaven or 
-"heU ? Said replied : ‘ If I go to heaven I shall know/ 

What have you got to say concerning the Khalifas ?’ ‘ I 
am not their agent (Vakil). Which of them do you'esteem 
your greater friend ? He whom God most approvss and 
loves. Which is that ?’ ‘ He who knows the interior and 

exterior state has this knowledge.’ ‘ Why do you not like to 
give a true statement ?’ ‘ Because I do not want to tell a lie.’ 

Hajjaj thus foiled became angry and ordered his execution 
lo another victim he said : 1 Thou hast a long tongue, dost 
thou not know the Creator, thoa art an infidel ; tell me where 
is your God ? My God is always glancing at the tyrants so 
that he may punish them. Hajjaj gave orders that his hands 
and feet should be cut off and his body impaled on a gallows. 
A second Shi ah was brought in. All that could be got from 
him was that be agreed with the previous prisoner, so he too 
was impaled. 2 


n ^ u a fa,thful servant to 'Abdu'I-Malik, whose orders he 
carried out with great severity. In crowded prisons men and women 
were cruelly treated, and it is said that he put 120,000 persons to death 
^BvTori /° tbe Pe°P>« of Kufa shows his savage temper. Hesaid ! 

headfrte fnr a .lf anCeSfiXed me,and necks stretched forward,and 
heads ripe f 0 r the reaping ready to be cut off. and I am the man to 


2 For similar cases see Sahifatu'l-'Abidin, pp. 171 . 


CHAPTER III 

IMAM AL-BAKIR 


Muhammad, son of Zainu’l-Abidin was born in Madina 
A.H. 57 (a.d. 676) and died in a.h. 143 (a.d. 731). He was 
Ihree years old when his grandfather ^Husain was .killed. He 
was educated and well brought up by his father. He was 
called Al-Bakir (the Ample) because he collected an.atnple 
fund of knowledge, or because he split open knowledge, that 
is, he examined it minutely and probed it to its foundations. 1 
He took no part in secular government, nor did he interfere 
in secular affairs, except that he supported the establishment 
by the government of a mint and approved of the coining of 
money, so as to be free from the use of foreign coins. In 
the time of the Khalifa Hish^m, pilgrims suffered much from 
the want of water on the journey from Syria to Mecca, and 
many died en route. The soil was very rocky at a certain 
stage where water was needed. Hisbam sent a large body of 
men to construct a reservoir, and with great labour they dug 
the hard earth. At last they came near water, when from one 
side a large fissure appeared, from which such a stream of 
hot air came out that the workmen were burnt, their bodies 
weakened, and they lost their breath and their strength. The 
people above awaited in vain for the men to come up. They 
all sought for the cause, but the wise men failed to find it. 
No one could explain .it and so the clerk of the works went to 
Hisbam and in full durbar stated the case. The time of the 
Hajj was near and Hisbam did not like to give up his project. 
Tie convened a great meeting of men from various tribes, 
•amongst whom was Muhammad Bakir, who said that if he 
went there he might find out something. With Hisham’s 
permission he went and found that in this place the men of 
Ahq&f, * who were destroyed for their uubelief, had dwelt. 
Tie said that this might account for its unprofitableness. 

1 Ibn Khallikan in article on Abu Ja’far. - 

* A tribe mentioned in Suratu'l'AhqSf-(xCTi). 
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Many stories are told of the miracles which happened in 
connexion with him. A poor man once asked for alms, Bdkir 
replied that he had no money. Then a minstrel came along and 
sang in his praise. The servant was ordered to go into an inner 
room and bring a bag. He did so ; when the minstrel saw 
that it was full of gold, he asked permission to sing again; 
so three times he sang and each time was richly rewarded. 
The poor man asked Bakir why he bad said that he had no 
money. He was told to go into the room and see if there was 
any sight of money there. He went and found none. The fact 
that money was ready for the minstrel is held to be 
miraculous. 

A man one day said to him: ‘ Was the Prophet heir to all 
the knowledge of the prophets ?’ He replied, ‘Yes ’; then he 
was asked whether he had inherited it. He said he had. He 
was then asked if he could raise the dead to life, restore 
sight to the blind, and cleanse the leper. He said, ’ Yes, by 
the valour of God Most High.’ He put his hand on the eyes 
of a man and blinded him completely and then restored his 
sight. Many more such stories are told. 

He discoursed fully on many topics, such as the nature of 
the soul of man, the qualities of the ‘Ularaa’ and the nature 
and attributes of God. He discouraged arguments about the 
divine nature, saying that it was not possible for man to 
understand it. One day a Mu‘tazill leader asked what the 
anger of God meant. He said it was simply punishment, but 
that this anger was not to be compared to the anger of men. 
God’s nature did not change. He defined a Rasul as a prophet 
who hears the voice of the angel (of revelation) and sees the 
angel in a bodily form or in a dream ; a Nabl, be said, is a 
prophet who also hears the voice of the angel under the same 
conditions, but does not see him ; the Imam’s condition is like 
that of the Nabl and not like that of the Rastil. 1 He said 
that the Imams were pure and that the ‘ men of the House* ’ 
were free from sin ; that all the world was under their rule; 

t A Rasul is more correctly defined as one who is specially com¬ 
missioned to deliver God’s message to mankind. See Faith of Isldrtt 
(Fourth edition), pp. 299. 

* i,e. of the family of the Prophet, 


that through them the eye of God’s mercy falls on men; 
and that, if they did not exist, men would perish and that they 
should not fear though worthless fellows might deny all this.' 
Imam Bakir in defending his claims to the Imamat before 
Hisb£m quoted the verse, ‘ This day have I perfected your 
religion unto you and fulfilled my mercy upon you and 
appointed Islam to be your religion.* ’ He went on to say 
that the open revelation being tbus perfect, the Prophet made 
known other secret matters to ‘All. From amongst the men 
of the house ‘All appointed one special person as his confidant, 
to whom this heritage of the knowledge of secret things came 
down. Hisham replied that as God allowed no partner in the 
matter of knowing the secret things, how could ‘All make 
such a claim ? In reply Bakir repeated many sayings of the 
Prophet, showing the mutual relationship between himself, 
and the high position accorded to ‘All. On hearing all this 
Hisham was silent for a while, and then permitted B&kir and 
his companions to return home. Neither the pomp nor the 
power of the Khalifa influenced the Imam, who boldly 
without fear answered all the questions put to him. 

Hisham gave orders that no one was to entertain them on 
their return journey, for, as descendants of ‘All, they were well 
known as magicians and enchanters. In consequence of this, 
when they came to the city of Mada’in, 8 the inhabitants 
refused to show them any hospitality and closed their doors 
against them. At length, after a stirring appeal from an old 
man, the inhabitants opened their doors and received the 
travellers as their guests. After resting a short time, the 
party proceeded on its way to Madina. 

Now trouble arose in another quarter. Zaid, a grandson 
of Husain, said that he had the precedence and should have 
succeeded Zainu’l-'Abidln. Bakir consulted his brother, Abh 

Mdtharu'l Bakir, p. 83. 

'* Suratu’l-M&’ida (v) 5. 

3 The city was then one of some importance with a fine mosque, 
near which Salmin, the Persian, a Companion of the Prophet was 
buried. The Khalifa Mansur held his court there for a time. It is now 
in rains, , c ■ - . . . .. 
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ja‘£ar, who advised him not to .place any reliance con ■ thee- 
Kufans. or to look to them for help. ‘ ilt was in that city, *he- 
said, ‘ thy grandfather ‘AH was slam and thy uncle Hasan 
wounded.’ When be saw -that Zaid persisted in his’.natention, 
he said : ‘ Brother, I fear that you will be impaled on a gibbet, 
set up in a sewer.’ He then bade him farewell. Zaid went 
to Hishim to .prosecute his claim to the Imamat. The Sunni 
account of the interview is that when Zaid entered the hall 
of audience he found it full and bad to take a place at the 
end of it. 

Hisham would not listen to him and said, ‘ Silence 1? 
bastard child ! dost thou not aspire -to the KhaHfate, thou son 
of a slave? ’ Zaid pointed out that the slave status of a 
mother did not prevent her sons from seeking a high destiny, 
just as Ishma’il, the son of a bond-woman, became the father 
of a nation and the ancestor of the Prophet. The interview 
then ended. 1 The Shl‘ah account is as follows : 

Hisham said: ‘ If I order Imam Bakir to come to 
Damascus, would you kill him? ’ Zaid replied that be would do 
so. An order was then sent to the Governor of Madina, 
directing him to send Imam Bakir to Damascus. The 
governor, a cautious man, wrote to Hisham and said that to 
arrest so great a man would be dangerous and begged that it 
should not be done. Hisham accepted this advice much to 
Zaid’s annoyance. He declared that Bakir had bribed the 
governor. He then suggested that Hisham should call on 
the Imam to send to Damascus the Prophet’s armour, coat of 
mail and ring. If he did not send them there would be a 
cause of action against him ; but the Imam saw the trick and 
sent the articles. When they arrived, Zaid said that they 
were not the genuine ones, but Hisbdm was satisfied. Foiled 
again, Zaid made another plan. He asked Hisham to send 
to Bakir a saddle as a present; and said that he would put 
some virulent poison on it. The saddle was sent and one 
day the Imam went out for a ride using this poisoned saddle. 
He soon fell from the horse seriously ill. For three days he 
lay unconscious and then expired. So passed away another 
-Imam, a victim to the disordered state of Islamic society 

1 Murtijn' dh-Dhahab. vol. v, p, 46. 
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and the many bitter- feuds: amongst its leaders. Bdkir died 
A. h. 143 (a.d. 731)- at the' venerable age of seventy-six. 
He followed: the peaceful policy of his father and took no 
active part in insurrections. Zaid, a grandson of Husain, and 
3 i brother o£ Imam Ja‘far raised a rebellion and fifteen 
thousand men of Kufa recognized him as their lawful Imam 
and the Imamat of his son Yahya after him. They marched 
against the Khalifa’s governor of ‘Iraq and war commenced ; 
but after a< while Zaul’s men: said to him : ‘ Tell us thy 
opinion about the Khalifas Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, who were 
•unjust to thine ancestor ‘AH ibn Talib.’ He refused to 
denounce them and said that he fought the Umayyads 
because they fought against his ancestor Husain. The men 
were not satisfied with this reply, and all but two hundred 
deserted him, and from that time they were called Rafidah 
(Deserters). With his small force he continued to fight but 
he and his band were all slain. His body was afterwards 
exhumed, crucified and burnt. His son, Yahya, fled to 
Khurasan. There he raised a rebellion against the governor 
and was slain. This was the third time the Kufans proved 
false. They had recognized Hasan ibn ‘AH as Imdm, but 
proved faithless, and in order to seek peace with Mu‘awiyah, 
murdered him. They invited Husain to Ktifa and deserted 
him; and now, by their desertion of Zaid, they caused both 
his death and that of Yahyd. So a proverb became current ’ 
* More stingy than a Ktifite and more perfidious.’ 1 Zaid’s 
followers formed a new sect, called the Zaidiyya, which fioaHy 
■split up into minor sects. One subdivision of the Zaidiyya, 
to justify their election of Zaid, held that the Imamat was 
not hereditary, and that the Imam must be elected by the 
leaders of the sect and that he must be a good warrior. To 
this Im&m Bakir had replied that, in that case, Zainu’l- 
‘ Abidin could not have been Imam, as he never engaged in 
warfare. Yafiy&’s successor raised insurrections in the time 
of the Khalifa Mansur which were put down. It is said that 
Imam Ja‘far as-$ddik foretold this disaster and this prophecy 
is considered to be one of his miracles. The Zaidites settled 

1 Al-Baghdadi, Al-Farq , bain al-Firuq, pp. 25-6; Masudi, 
Muruju 'dh-Dhahab. vol. vi., pp. 204-5. 



22 


IMAMS' 


chiefly in Yemen and some authors of repute arose amongst 

has m exiir all v b0dy ° f ZaiditeS ' more « 

has existed in Yemen since 1660. Through this sect the 

fnd fo y unH^ amat ***"? ° D t0 Indris who fled to Morocco 
KhaliSr Aff 3 r eW ? DaSty Which ignored tbe Sunni 
W infl Afte I, lt passed away tbe Zai dites appear to have 
lost influence m that part of Africa. There is, of recent origin, 
a small autonomous Idrlsi State in Arabia. The Zaidiyya 

Si tolbS, t0 f T d “ India - A much ^spected leaders 
said to belong to a lineal descendant of Zaid. Some of them 

India S ° a^u t0 b *u f ° Und amongst the Borahs of Western 

romn ^ nyhow > * he sect » still in existence though it is 
comparatively small. 


CHAPTER IV 

IMAM AL-JA’FAR 

The Imam Ja’far son of Imam Bakir, surnamed as-$adiq 
or the Veracious, was born a.h. 80 (a.d. 699) died in 
A.H. 148 (a.d. 765) and was buried in the cemetery at 

Madina, where his grandfather Zainu’l-‘Abidln and Hasan 
the son of ‘Ali were also interred. His mother was a grand¬ 
daughter of the Khalifa Abu Bakr. His lot was cast in 
troublous times for the Umayyad Khallfate was coming to an 
end and civil war was constant and severe. A descendant of 
‘Abbds, an uncle of the Prophet, named Muhammad ibn 
‘All, conceived the idea of setting up an ‘Abbasid Khallfate 
in the place of the Umayyad one. I have given full details 
of this rising in another book, 1 so only a short summary is 
needed here. He said that after the death of Husain, the 
Imamat came to Muhammad ibn Uanaflyya, a son of ‘All, 
that he was translated from the earth, but was still alive though 
concealed, that be had before his departure made his son Ab6 
U&shim the Imam, and that he, on his death bed, had 
appointed as his successor Muhammad ibn ‘All. This 
legend had the desired effect. It was approved by the sect 
of tbe Kaisamivya or followers of Muhammad Ibn Hanaflyya. 
Naturally the Shl'ahs held a different view, but they were 
appeased by the declaration that the Umayyads were enemies 
of them all, and that the revolt was to establish ‘ tbe rights of 
the family of Muhammad and the victory of the men of the 
House.’ This ambiguous term included both ‘Abbasids and 
Allds and deceived tbe latter, who thought that the claims 
of their Im&ms would be asserted. The ‘Abbdsids, however, 
did not deal fairly with the Shl‘ahs and so when Abu Salma 
wrote a letter to Ja’far, tbe latter without reading it burnt it 

l The Umayyad and Abbdsid Khalifates (C.L.S.) pp. 47-57. See 
also Zaydan, Ummayyads and Abbdsids, p. 146. 
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t0 t * le ^ earer » * That is my answer.’ But the 
Abbasids got many of the people of Madina and its neigh¬ 
bourhood on their side. The Shiahs fell into the trap, and 
when too late found that they were set aside and that the new 
dynasty which arose was that of the ‘Abbasids. After a while 
Baghdad was made the capital and the history of the later 
Imams is connected with that city. At Kfifa, Abfi Salma 
addressed a large congregation in the Mosque. He said Abfi 
Mushra had determined to set the world free from the tyranny 
of the Umayyads ;; that he (Abfi Salma) had found a new 
leader in Muhammad, a descendant of the house of‘Abbas, and 
that be hoped: they would approve of him. The people of 
Kufa, ever fickle, shouted their approval. So the revolt went 
on until in the fatal battle of the Zk b (a.d. 750), the 
Umayyad Khalifa, Marwan, was defeated. He found refuge 
m Egypt, but his enemies found him and slew him. The 

u L Ab i^ sid Kha,Jfa > surnamed As$affah the blood- 
shedder, bitterly persecuted the ‘AKds, destroyed their houses 
m Kufa, and put a great many to death. The survivors fled 
from home. Under the Khalifa Mansfir their lot was little: 
better. He wished to get rid of Ja‘far Sadiq and at his insti¬ 
gation the house in Madina where the Imam was living was set 
on fire, but he and his friends escaped safely. The ‘Abis 
declare that the hatred thus shown to the Imam waa 
misplaced for Ja far $&diq had no wish to obtain the 
Sulfonate, though he was diligent in his spiritual rule over 
his followers, duly instructing them in all religious matters. 
«Au7- he peopIe of ‘ Khutfisfin were on the side of the 
Abbasids; the inhabitants of Kufa supported the ‘AKds, and 
they, annoyed at the broken promises of the ‘AbbAsids, swore 
allegiaoce to As-$aflab, in a.h. 132. 

As$affdh gave orders that Shiahs should be killed; 
Their houses in Kufa. were destroyed and, though in order to 
save their lives some flattered the ‘AbMsids, it was all in 
vain. As-Saffiah had Umayyad graves opened and the bodies 
ot the Khalifas found were treated with much dishonour aod 

’ A thar-i-Jaff&riyya, p. 65. 
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then destroyed. Few Shi‘ahs, except women and children, 
were saved. Those who escaped fled to Spain. The fact 
that the Shi‘ahs had largely helped the ‘Abbasids to power 
was urged upon As-$affah and, at length, be cancelled his; 
order for their indiscriminate slaughter. 

At this time the Shfahs hoped that the ‘Abbasids would 
fulfil their promises, but they proved faithless, and Mansur, 
for the strengthening of bis power, deemed it necessary to 
search for and to kill the Shi‘ah leaders. In accordance with 
his order the governor of Madina seized all the descendants 
of Imam Husain and sent them to Kufa and there imprisoned 
them, for. it was from amongst them that a rival was most 
likely to arise. When Ja‘far Sadiq saw the hard lot of these 
Sayyids he-wept; for some were in fetters, some had to wear 
iron collars, and- some had their hands fastened behind their 
backs. Mecca and Madina were no longer places of safety. 

It is said that Mansur showed favour to Muhammad 
ibn Hanafiyyain tbe hope that Ja‘far would contest his orders, 
and so place himself in a position in which he might be 
punished, but the Imam was too wise and self-possessed to 
be caught by such a stratagem. The Shi‘ahs say that Manstir 
sent to the governor of Madina some poisoned grapes and 
directed that, in whatever way possible, they might be placed 
for the Im6m to eat. A way was found ; the Imam partook 
of them and died. 

Just before his death, he summoned his friends and fol¬ 
lowers, gave them good advice, told them not to lighten or 
shorten the Namaz, for, if they did, he would not intercede 
for them. They were to be diligeDt in all good works. 
He appointed his son Musa Kazim as his successor. 

He was given to hospitality. He had a beautiful garden 
full of fruit trees. In the season it was thrown open, 
so that all might come and feast therein. His piety, learn¬ 
ing, friendship and other good qualities are told at great 
length by Shi‘ab historians. 3 ,. He distinguished air Imam 
from a Nabl (prophet) thus : an angel appears and speaks 
to. a. Nabi, but, to an Imam a voice; comes to bis ear, but 
no angel or person is seen. - 

1 Athar-i-Ja'fariyya , p. 138. 2 Ibid, p. 146 et seq. 
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Ja'far was well instructed by his father and when he came 
to the prime of life he still remained in his paternal home. 
He conversed with all sorts of persons and heard with 
patience what they had to say and gave answers to all 
questions. He knew many Traditions and bis interpretations of 
verses of the Qur’an are largely quoted by Shiah theologians. 
He was a man of philosophic turn of mind and an excellent 
teacher. Some of his pupils became famous. Abu Hanifa 
and Malik later on founded the schools (Mazhabs) of law, 
called after their respective names. Haean, the Bassite, was 
one of his pupils and became a divinity lecturer. It was in 
one of his classes that Wasil ibn A \k, the founder of the 
Mu‘tazila sect, propounded theories which led to his expulsion 
from the class. Ja‘far is said to have been well versed in all 
the occult sciences and that Jabir ibn Hayyan, a famous 
alchemist, was his pupil. Ja'far left seven daughters and seven 
sons, of whom Isma’il was the eldest and Musa the fourth. 

Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq had appointed his eldest son Isma’il 
as his successor ; but he predeceased his father, and so 
Musa Kazim was appointed. Many Shi'ahs held that Habib, 
son of Isma’il was the true heir and supported his claim. A 
further split in the Shi'ah community now occurred and the 
famous sect of the Isma’ilians thus took its rise. The 
Fatimid dynasty in Egypt was founded by this sect. This 
booklet is concerned with the Imams of the Ira&miah sect 
who accept Musa and the four succeeding Imams as the only 
rightful ones, and so are called ‘The Imamians (Ithna 
Ashariyya). They hold that Im&m Mahdi will be the twelfth 
in line from ‘Ali ibn Talib, and so the reader is referred 
to the books named in the foot note 1 for a further 
account of the Isma'ilian sect. They became more active 
in North Africa than in Arabia. A small branch of the sect is 
found in Bombay still, known as the Borahs. 

1 The Druses (C.L.S.) .Muslim Conquests in North Africa (C.L.S.) 
pp. 39-55, Osborn’s Islam under the Khalifs of Baghdad, pp. 236-65 ; 
Henri Foarnell, The Berbers (Paris 1875) vol. i, Osborn’s Islam under 
the Arabs, pp. 167-84, Ibn Khaldtin. vol, i, p. 409, Browne, A Literary 
History of Persia, vol. i, pp. 391-415. 
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Shi'ah historians say that the Imam Ja'far had no desire- 
to obtain the Sultanate and that he gave no support to rebels- 
against the Khalifa ; but Mansur neither believed his words 
nor trusted his actions. He ordered the Governor of Madina. 
to put poison on some grapes and send them as a present to 
Imdm Ja'far, who, not suspecting treachery, ate some and 
soon after died. 1 He was then sixty years of age. His son 
Musa buried him in the garden-cemetery of Al-Baki where 
‘Abbas, the uncle of the Prophet, and four Imams were 

interred. ... .. , 

Mansur was alarmed at the popularity of Abu Muslim, a 
famous ' general and king-maker, and who would be able 
with his loyal troops to secure the throne for an Alid ruler, 
and so he was treacherously slain by Mansur’s orders. 
Two sects now arose: the Khur&miyya, who said Abti 
Muslim was not dead and would re-appear and make justice 
known; the Muslimiyya who held that he was the true 
Ira&m and that the Immamate passed on to bis daughter 
Fatima. * Mansur next turned bis attention to the Shi khs 
and persecuted * them, especially their leaders, whom he 
looked upon as dangerous to the ‘Abbasid dynasty. He 
died on his way from Baghdad to Mecca in the yearv 
A.D. 775. These sectaries gave much trouble in the reign of 
Al-Ma’nun. 

1 Atkdr-i-Ja'fariyya, p. 85. 

9 Masudi, Muruju'dh-Dhahab, vol. vi, pp. 166-7.; Browne, A 
Literary History of Persia, vol. i, p. 246. 



CHAPTER V 

IMAM MUSA KAZIM 


Jf AM ^ USA , K j az 3 im . was borD Madina in A.H. 129 
tA.D. 746j and died in Baghdad in a.h. 183 (a.d 799)' 
■His mother was a native of Barbary. The title. Kazim 
means one who restrains \ and was bestowed on him 
because be restrained his desires and suppressed his anger; 
He was a devout man, and was greatly venerated in Madina; 
It is said that one day in the mosque at Madina he made in 
the namaz a prostration and remained in that same position 
all night, and prayed thus: ‘O Thou, who art the object 
of love, jet Thy pardon be granted to me whose sin is so 

gilcVOUS. 

He suffered much ill-treatment from the Baghdad KhaJT, 
fas, who forgetting that the ‘Alfds had aided the ‘Abbisid 
•cause, now seemed to treat them as enemies. Probably 
there was much dl-feeling, but no overt or concerted act of 

T J hQ Ab ^ asid Khalifa, Al-Mahdi, made the pilgri¬ 
mage to Mecca, taking Mus£ Kazim with him. He then 
rought him to Baghdad and imprisoned him for a year. 

rnnrTJ. 11 ^ dr ^ am J be T saw AVi who reproached him for his 
-conduct towards the Im&m. On the morrow Mhs£ was 

called to the presence of Al-Mahdi, and, on promising not 
to oppose m any way the existing government, be was set 
at bberty. The Mahdi then gave him a present on bis 

* * U , nrhe Im * m repided there for while in peace, 
"until Mahdi, suspecting the Sayyids of the ‘Alid party, thought 
it well to secure the person of the Imlm ; so again he was 
imprisoned in Baghdad. The Khalifa HSrunu’r-Rashid 
ollowed the example of his predecessor and, so it said, at 

, tnM , "oi 1 K tl0n of „ Yabya > the Barmakide gave much trouble 
to Mus^K^im. He made him leave Madina and go to Basra 
where he thought there would be less likelihood of adverse 
'intrigues. Isa, m whose charge MusS had been left, was so 
•struck with his devotion to religious exercises, and his entire 
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detachment -from 'worldly affairs, that he wrote a letter to 
Hirun stating that Mtisa should be released, or that he 
should be relieved of his charge. H&run, being very angry, 
brought Musa 'to Bagbd&d and placed him first in charge of 
pa^l Abu Rabi’. and then of Yahya the Barmakide. He 
moved him about from place to place, in charge of different 
persons, hoping that some one of them would put him away,, 
but all seemed attracted by his quiet behaviour. At a 
personal interview Harun promised to allow Musa to return 
to Madina, but put him in prison instead. He then sent a. 
beautiful damsel to him, hoping to establish a charge of 
adultery against him, but this failed. On the advice of Yahva, 
H&riin agreed to release the prisoner on condition that he 
confessed his faults. This Mtisa declined to do on the 
ground that, as he had committed none against the Khalifa,, 
he could not tell a lie, and that in any case his trouble 
would soon be over, for he could not live long. At length 
Harun induced Sindi Abu Shabik to give the prisoner some- 
grapes. Musa ate one, and, after a few days illness died, 
from the poison placed in it. 1 It is admitted that the Sunni, 
historians do not believe that the Im&m died of poison. 
So passed away another Imam of the house of ‘All. His 
life had been full of trouble. 8 

The Shiahs had a real grievance at the way in which the- 
‘Abbasids had, on a false pretence, gained tbeir aid, and so 
the presence in the empire of a compact body of them under 
an Im£m, believed to be divinely appointed, may have caused^ 
at times, some anxiety to the administration; but they 
scarcely justify Harun’s constant persecution of Mtisa. It 
must, however, be borne in mind that the circumstances 
narrated above are all from Sbi‘ah sources and must be 
received with caution, especially the story of the poisoned 
.grapes.* 

1 Some say that molten lead was poured down his throat. Wollaston,. 
The Sword of Islam, p. 244. 

2 Ulum-i-Kdzimiyya, p. 96. 

3 The historians As-Syfiti and Masfidi make no mention'of the. 
persecution; and Amir ‘All, in A Short History of the Saracens,. 
p- 241 give a favourable account Hir fin's conduct. 
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The Shi ah writers give the usual fulsome account of the 
yaried moral .qualities of Imam Musa, and of his piety. He 
H said *? hav J spent many hours in prayer and whole days in 

ooorTndTfftl th f Qa u™\ and T t0 have been 8 ener ™s to the 
floor Md affable to all. It is also said that Musa made no 

oartv and7h P , H— * ’ ° f any attempt t0 form a P olitical 

..party, and that Harun s assumption that he did so was utterly 

^ajust and that hlS persecution of msa was therefore 

^D D A n°Q n % fi T CO f at I* KiVeD iQ u tbe ‘Ulutn-i-Kdzimiyya 
1 PP \ J. 19-126 ^ of a discussion between the Imam and a 

T he u Im ^ m Was asked to P r °d u ce a verse 
•irom the Qur an which named Muhammad. He referred to 

the M- t6rS ^ H a , M '”’ p f efixed t0 some of the Suras and said 
In h^ im u d f ° r Mubammad - However, the priest is said 
.have been converted to Islam with the other Christians 

n a rr^ C a 0U K 1 •‘ S interes ; ,n e’ though one-sided, the arguments 

nbld£,r e,ng i ent, ^ ely in favour of the Imam, whose 
obedient disciple each convert is said to have become. In 

^ there L wasmu ch difference of opinion as to 
T the end of the W. would re-appear 

nL~ 1 ‘ M T? d! ' ? g T ded ° ne ’ abIe therefore to guide 
Tr h a Hv T i® A W r°^ ° f A1 ' Mahdi is described in many 
ihisbook S ' A fU aCCOunt wiI1 be S iven in the last chapter of 

The Kaisamiyya sect said Muhammad ibn Hanaflyya did 

Hved 1 'nnn Ut /*?' t0 M ° Unt Ri< ^ wa ’ where ia seclusion be 
lived, nourished by water and honey, which flowed from two 

nanth#M- by ’. and that he was boarded by a lion and a 
.panther. He will re appear as Al-Mahdi. a The Muhum- 

S a ‘Aff y r.H C H h t 0ld ^ hal a u t '? er Mu t lararaad . a great grandson 
'Of All, retired to Mount Hajar, where in concealment he will 

remain until he comes as Al-Mahdi. The Bakirlyya sect 
believe that Imam Bakir will be Al-Mahdi. The Musawlyya 
--sect say that Imdm Musa will re-appear as Al-Mahdi. 
inis was one of the many disputes of those early days. 

1 Hughes, Dictionary of IsUtm, p. 305. 
s Al-Baghdadi, Al-Farq bain al-Ftruq, p, 48. 


CHAPTER VI 

IMAM AR-RIDA 

Ima’m ‘Ali Rida was born in Madina a. h. 151 (a.d. 770) 
and died at Tus in A. H. 200 (a.d. 819.) Many marvels 
are related in connexion with his birth, such as his singing 
praise to God (tasblh and tahmld) and holding bis infant 
hands to heaven in adoration. His father Imam Mu£a Kazim 
appointed Ar-Rida his successor, as being the most suitable 
one of his sons for the office. A new sect, the Waqfiyya, now 
arose. They said that Musa Kazim was still alive in conceal¬ 
ment, and that he was the Mahdi who would appear at the 
end of tbe age and, therefore, no new Imam could be 
appointed. Though not so powerful as the Zaidiyya or the 
Isma’iliyya, they for a while were able to give much trouble ; 
but after a few years the remaining members rejoined the 
orthodox Shl'ah party.* 

The chief point of interest in the life of Ar-Rida is the 
friendship with the Khalifa Ma'raun. There was much 
confusion and disorder in the Empire. Ma’mun was now 
under the influence of his minister Al-Fadl ibn Sahl, who 
persuaded him that the best way of settling the feud between 
the Sunnis and the Shiahs was to recognize Im&m Ar-Rida as 
his successor in the Khallfate. Ma’mtan, in contradistinction 
to previous rulers, was well-disposed towards the Shl‘ahs. He 
informed Ar-Rida of his wish and sent Rija ibn Dahbak to 
bring him in comfort and safety to Baghdad. Rich presents 
were also sent. The Imam said that he had never sought 
the honour, but, as it was his fate, he wpuld make the journey. 
So ; in the year A.H. 200 he left Madina and on the advice of 
his principal men went to Baghdad by way of Basra instead 
of by Ktifa. At Mecca he performed the usual ceremonies. 
His young son Muhammad Taql was with him and, seated on 
the shoulders of a servant, also made the cirCumambulation 

1 Tufah-i-Ridwanniya, p. 32. 
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(tawaf). At various halting places on the way the Imam 
was received with great respect. In one place he put the 
sjed of an almond tree in the ground, and later on the fruit of 

7a S found ‘ to be ' mQSt efficacious in the curing of all 
manner of diseases. 

on^ hea , b !u rri J Ved in Merv ’ Ma ’ mda met him most kindly 
fo^hi^r 6 ?- hlS M S ?° Sal a u arge maDsion acd also a second one 
ffie dtl2 nUe ' • Ma T Un the " offered bim the Khaiifate which 
^obe o nffi a \ G ° d had given *> Ma’mun the 

He furthfr ^^ aU fi 0nty t0 put il on another person, 
him M * ^ that worldly affairs were not attractive to. 

him. Ma mhn replied that if he refused his life would be in 
anger, so through fear the Imam assented on condition that 
he should not be called upon to administer the purely seculaJ 
affairs of the State. Then the Imam prayed thus: God 

that being helpless> 1 have accepted, chastise 
me not for this act, just as the actions of Joseph and Daniel 

were not questioned.' At a durbar Ma'mun gave him ^ 

daughter Umm Habib in marriage. The high state officials 

T d although they did aot approve of the 

resDecT'Th! aS H r apparent ' “’ey received bin, 
Wim respect. Then orders were sent to the provincial 

governors to make known to the people MaWs wfsb. The 

Imam s name was now included in the public prayers and 

ones of n t a he°Sh'‘ h Ck Standar ^ s of the ‘Abbasids the green 
ones of the Shi ahs were substituted, and the people had to 

unmlll the 11 bkCk Cl ° th ^’ a r T escri Pt to that effect being sent 

the CU rent r ^ Imam ’ S name was on 

Mprv nn K T S ‘ after C ° iaS Were ^Und at 

S wasthe mscri Pt>on, ‘The king of God and 

Ar-R^da Imi’m a nf fi th A P aIifa of tb e Faithful and 

Ar Kida Imam of the Muslims.’ Ma’mun requested the 

r? Say Ramadan prayers in the mosque, and so 
■£ , f to the people that he was heir apparent. The 

WaS a r ° y , aI dUty Which Ma ’ mun should 
•S ?/ . he consented on condition that he might 

i 1 ? S f V ' C v^ the Prophet Muhamad and ‘All fhn 

^ nf ed 2 d °k Ma mfin told him that could do it just 
e pleased. A great and enthusiastic crowd accompanies 
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vim to the mosque and gave him almost royal honours. 
When the news of Mamun’s intention reached Baghdad, the 
‘Abbasid leaders protested strongly against it. They suspected 
that Fatjl had persuaded Ma’mun to change the order of the 
succession. They took steps to depose Ma’mun and proclaimed 
his uncle Ibrahim as Khalifa with the title of Al-Mubarak 
(the blessed) and threatened to kill Mamun if he persisted in 
his intention. Ibrahim proceeded to advance pay to the 
army. Al-Fadl kept all this secret from Ma’mun. Ar-Ri^a, 
however, heard about it, and not wishing that a civil war 
should be raised on his account at once went to Ma’mun and 
acquainted him with the real state of affairs. Ma’mun was 
astonished at Al-FacjU’s conduct and soon after instructed men 
to murder him, but in order to conceal his share in the assassi¬ 
nation had the men executed for the .crime. An army sent 
against Ibrahim was defeated and Ma’miun saw that it would 
be impossible to carry out his plans about Ar-Ri^a’s future. 
His attitude towards the Imam now began to change. 

Outwardly he continued to show marks of friendship, 
though inwardly he was moved by suspicion and mistrust, 
Many stories are told of the minor causes which lead to this. 
Here is one. The Imam one day saw Ma’mun in the act 
of making the ceremonial ablution (wadu’) before saying the 
prescribed prayers (namaz) and noticed that a servant was 
pouring the water over his bands. Ar-Ri<)a said: ‘ You 
ought not to employ another one in your worship of God,’ 
Ma’mun suppressed bis anger and taking the pot finished the 
ablution by himself. Now Ma’mian did not think that such 
minute attention to the ritual of ablution was needed. The 
Im&m did, and fearlessly rebuked the Khalifa. Ma’mtin 
thought that this showed a want of respect for his royal 
dignity and was an assumption of undue authority, and so the 
seeds of anxiety were sown in his mind. 1 He now eagerly 
seized every opportunity of humilitating the Imam. 

It is said that Ar-Rida foretold his martyrdom, Briefly 
the account is that when the Harun visited Madina, Ar-Rida 
said that his grave would be by the side of Harun’s tomb. 
He informed his secretary, Hasan ibn AMd.that he (the Imam) 

1 Tuhfa-i-Ridwatiiyya, p. 192. 

3 
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would never see Baghdad again, and to Harthuma he gave 
Jong and minute directions about the funeral. 

Harthuma says that two days before his death, the Imam 
said : ‘ O Harthuma, my end is near. I shall return to God 
and meet my pure ancestors. O Harthuma, this traitor 
{Ma’mun) intends to poison me.* 1 2 * * * * * He then went on to say 
that Ma’mun would wish to bury him at the back of Hartin’s 
tomb on the eastern side, but that on account of the hardness 
of the ground it would be impossible to dig there. He was to 
be told to try the western side. When dug the grave would fill 
with water, in which there would be many small fishes ; then 
a big one would come and swallow them all and instantly 
disappear, and the water would subside. a It is said that this 
prophecy came to pass, much to Ma’mun’s astonishment, who 
confessed his belief that Ar-Rida was a true Imam. 

Ma’mtan summoned the Imam to his presence and received 
him with great courtesy and called upon an attendant to bring 
is some choice grapes and pomegranates. The Imfim ate 
some and a few hours after expired. Another story is that 
when visiting Ma’mun a tray of luscious fruits was placed 
before the Imam, who smiling to himself said, ‘The grapes 
of Paradise are pleasanter.’ He did not take any, but on 
Ma’mun pressing him to'do so he ate three grapes and rose 
up to depart. ‘ Where are you going to ? ’ said Ma’mun. ‘ To 
the place whither you are sending me,’ was the prompt reply. 8 
Yet another account is that Ma’mtan privately gave him some 
poisoned sherbet He did not entrust it to a servant, for he 
feared that he might be affected by the piety and behaviour of 
the Imam and so abstain from giving it, or, if he did not know 
its dangerous nature, would set it down and depart, when the 
Imam might forget to drink it. So he personally attended to 
the matter. 


1 Tuhfa-i-Ridvoaniyya, p. 211. 

2 Ibid. p. 293 

8 Tuhfa-i-Ridwaniyya, p. 214. Tbe Sbf'ah historians accuse Ma’mun 

•of the crime of poisoning; This is also the opinion of Athir and of 

.Fakhri, quoted by Zaydan (.p. 208). As-Syfiti simply records the 

death and Mas’udi (vol. vii, p. 61) says that the Im£m died of 

indigestion and that ‘ some pretend that he died from eating poisoned 

fruit.’ 
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Ma'mtin performed the funeral ceremonies and apparently 
showed real grief, but the Shrah historians say it was done 
to cover up his crime an£ that it was only sorrow simulated, 
He made the tomb of tbe Imam exactly like that of the late 
Khalifa Harun, in order to render it difficult for Shfahs to 
know which one to revere. It seems, however, that they found 
a way to distinguish them, for the great traveller, Ibn Battita; 
long after visited the shrine, and he describes it as richly 
furnished. He says that the adjacent tomb of Hfirun was 
not held in honour, for ‘ every Shi‘ab on entering kicks with 
his foot the tomb of H£runu’r- Rashid, while he invokes 
blessings on that of Im£m Ri<Ja. fl 

Tbe insurgents at Baghdad were now informed that the 
Imam was dead. The reason for the revolt no longer existed 
aDd the people returned to their allegiance to Ma’mun. 
Ibrahim had reigned for two years. He remained in conceal¬ 
ment for eight years. The black colour of the ‘Abbfisids waS 
now restored for standards and garments. Thus the trouble 
ended with the passing away of another Imfim, a victitn to 
the tioubled political state, to the mutual hatred of large 
■sections of the Muslim people and to the waywardness and 
weakness of a Khalifa. • 

Long accounts are given of the good qualities of the 
Imam. 8 They are doubtless exaggerated, but are worthy of 
a short notice as showing the way in which the Shiahs are 
taught to reverence their Imams. Ar-Ruja is described as a 
courteous, well mannered gentleman, friendly with all whom' 
he met, kind and generous to his servants,, a man of piety, 
humble in deportment and devoid of all pride. He .was 
.generous to the poor, sympathetic with sorrowful Shiahs. 8 
He was so strict in the performance of religious exerd-ises 
that in the twenty-four hours he made a thousand rakats, 
■or ceremonial prostrations, when saying the namdz (or staled 
prayers) , and, with slight intervals for rest, spent much time 
■in his devotions. When on a journey in the early morning 

. 1 Le Strange, The Land of the Eastern Caliphate , p, 390. 

2 Tuhfa-i-Ridwaniyya, p. 227-43. 

3 Ibid, p. 239, 

4 For definition of a rak’at, see The Faith of Isldm (ed. 4th) pp. 
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he said in full the tasblbi tamjld, takblr and tabilil. 1 * 3 4 5 The 
whole namaz was repeated many times during the day. 
During these devotions, he repeated at various times the 
Suras Manifiqdn, (lxiii), Jumu’a (lxii),and Ghashiva (lxxxviii), 
and when lying awake during the night he repeated prayers- 
from the Qur’an. When the name of heaven and hell occurred 
he wept and asked for pardon. It was his habit to say the 
Bismillah in a loud voice. His theological knowledge is said 
to have been profound and his dialectical skill unsurpassed.* 

His disputations (manazarah) with Christians and others 
are related at great length and he is represented as always 
coming off victorious. 8 Altogether according to the Shl‘ah 
historians, he was a perfect scholar and saint. 

He was extremely fond of dates, and when asked the 
reason why, replied that the Prophet and the Imams, 
including his own father Musakazim, were all lovers of dates 
(tamari) 

He loved perfumes and daily used sweet-smelling scents.- 
He carried about a small ebony box in the various com*' 
partments of which were different kinds of scents, for they, 
he said, were amongst the things which gladdened the heart of 
man. He also said a man should anoint his body daily, or at 
least weekly, with oil of musk or ambergris. There are 
certain verses of the Quran, 8 the recitation of which is 
supposed to keep away evil men, Jinn and devils. Over the 
paper on which these were written sweet scents were 
sprinkled. 

1 Ibid. pp. 364-70. 

* Tuhfa-i-R idwattiyya, pp. 240-4. 

3 Ibid. p. 244 et seq. 

4 Tuhfa-i-Ridwattiyya, p. 234. 

5 Ayatu'l-kursi al-Hamad: Mu‘udhatafn (Suratu’n-NSs (cxiv. 1-6) 1,- 


CHAPTER VII 

IMAM TAQI 

Muhammad, son of Ar-Rida succeeded his father. He was 
born in the year a. h. 195 (a. d. 811) and died in Baghdad 
in a.H. 220 (a. d. 835) and was buried there in the Quraish 
cemetery, in which his grandfather Musa Kazim had been 
interred. He was surnamed Jaww&d, the generous, and Taqi, 
the pious, by which latter title he is now known. The sect 
of the Waqifiyya (the enlightened) had given much trouble 
to Imam Ar-Rida, because he was childless. The reply was 
that God would give him a son and, a year after Muhammad' 
Taqi was born, Im&m Rida was asked who would succeed 
him in case of his death. He replied, ‘ Muhammad Taqi.’ The 
objection was then raised that he was only three years old/ 
The objector was referred to the verse which represents the 
child Jesus as saying : ‘ I am the servant of God. He hath 
given me the book and he hath made me a prophet/ 1 and so 
his age was no barrier to Taqi’s proceeding to the Imamat. 
With such disputes the sect of the Waqifiyya showed their 
opposition. Notwithstanding his youth it is said that Taqi 
showed such skill and learning that his adversaries wer6 
silenced. This showed that the capacities of a God appoint- 
ed Imam are not dependent on his age. 

The Khalifa Ma’mun went out with a big cavalcade for 
bunting. Taqi was playing with some children who ran 
away when they saw Ma’mun’s retinue. Taqi, then nine 
years old, remained and looked on. Ma’mun was pleased and 
said, ‘ Child who are you, why did you not run away ? ’ Taqi 
replied : * O Amir the road was not so rfarrow that from fear 
I should flee.’ ‘ Who is your father?* ‘ lm£m Muhammad 
4 Abi ibn Rida.’ Then Ma’rofm was sad and rode off. When 
he returned be saw the same group of children, and the same 

1 Sfiratu Maryan (xix) 31. 
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thing happened again and Ma’mun was delighted with Taqfs 
apt replies. To the objection that it was not dignified for Uie 
young Imam to be playing with other boys, it is said that he 

?£» °? k,n . g u c5D u and staadin S apart. Ma’mun, being 
highJy pleased with him, invited him to stay in the royal 

aad attend the meetings held with learned men of all 
kinds, which he did. When questions were put to him he 
answered them in a way which gratified all who heard them 
Ma mun then determined to marry Imam Taqi to his young 
daughter Umma l-Fa^l, but the ‘Abbasids strongly objected 
Ali^ 513 w 1 ™’, Wh,Ch J W , 0uld stren Kthen the powers of the 

thIt d Im^m T mU “ m 8h u, ° f th6Se ot> i ections * declaring 
that Imam Taqi was a suitable and learned man, a fact that 

they could verify if they examined him. For this purpose he 

to^ V fh^r da T? eet, r ag '° f m0St learned men he could get 
together. The Imam had many curious and intricate 

questions (masd il) put to him, all of which he answered 
promptly and well, to the discomfiture of his opponents. 

At one assembly Ma’mtm placed the Imdm by his side 
, royal seat and gave orders that the interrogations 
Should begin It is said that the Qatf on hearing the clever 
way in which the Imam replied to an intricate question was 
so confused that his countenance fell, his eyes became dim, 
perspiration poured down from his body and he became 
silent and humbly sat down by the door. The final result 
>vas that the Abbasids gave up their contention and the 
marriage took place. About a year later on, Ma’mua 

£>h TJ a T , am ? h,S w,fe t0 proceed to Madina, to 
which the Abbasid leaders made no objection, and indeed 

tbey dislilfed Ma’mun’s leaning 
toward the Alids. They were, however, always watching 
and working for disagreement between Umma’i-Fadl and 
her husband. The marriage was not a happy one, for the 
ponduet of Umma FFa^l was not conducive to the friendship 
ftnd the mutual love which should exist between husband and 
™ .?• In order to create enmity against him, she used to 
write to. her father disparaging letters about her husband 
saying that he assoc.ated with slave girls. , He rebuked her 
or making such charges, and for making unlawful what God 
had made lawful. She lived some three years at Madina, 
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but was always wishing her husband evil and seeking for 
some cause of repugnance; on another day she went to her 
father and told him that a woman who said she was the wife 
of the Imam had come to her. Now Ma'mfin had been drinking 
and scarcely knew what he was doing. He drew his sword, 
went to the Imam’s house and found him sleeping. He struck 
bim on the mouth and injured him. When his drunken fit 
had passed away he was sorry and sent a servant to enquire 
about the Imam’s state. He returned with the news that 
Imam Taqi was safe and well. This is looked upon as a 
miracle. Ma’mun, on hearing the good news, made the 
prostration (Sijdah) of praise, and sent a present to the 
victim. He also told Umma’l-Fadl not to bring any more 
complaints, for if she did he would see her no more. Her 
conduct, however, did not change, for she was always in^ 
triguing with her husband’s ‘Abbasid enemies. 

Imam Taqi remained eight years in Baghdad wholly 
engaged in teaching, and then returned to Madina, where he 
died of poison in the twenty-fifth year of his age. It is said 
that, at the instigation of the Khalifa Mustasim, Umma’lT 
Fa<Jl gave him poisoned grapes and, if so, she concluded 
thus her long series of acts of hatred. 1 Others say that 
Musta‘sim sent poisoned sherbet to be given by the hands of 
a servant. Another story is that he directed one of his 
officials to invite the Imam to his house and to mix poison 
with the food. The Imdm courteously declined the invita¬ 
tion but, on its being pressed, gave way. During the meal 
he partook of the poisoned food, but was able to return home, 
where after a night and day of pain he died in the year 
a.h. 220. Thus passed away, in his twenty-fifth year, 
another victim to the political jealousies of the age and to 
the timid fears of the reigning Khalifa. Intrigues, barbarity 
and murders were the constant, if not daily occurrences at 
Baghdad in its prime, and, in some respects, a brilliant era of 
the powerful ‘Abbasid Khalifate. 

1 Tuhfa’u’l-Mutaqin , pp. 63. It is said thatUmma’l-Fadl wept when 
she saw the result of her act; whereupon the Im£m rebuked her and 
said that she would soon die of an incurable disease. Soon after she 
had a large swelling on the shin, and when the sore became septic, the 
physicians were helpless and she died in agony. Op. cit. p. 66. 
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During the eight years Imam Taqi spent in Baghdad he 
employed his time in instructing all who came to him, in 
hearing and answering questions. Men of all classes and of 
different schools of thought sought his society and listened to 
the instruction he gave. The Sbi‘ah historians are lavish in 
their praise of his character. The Wafiqabbiyya, a sub-sect 
of the W&qifiyya, spent a whole day in examining him and 
found him perfectly acquainted with the sciences of inter¬ 
pretation and of tradition (‘ilm-i-tafsir and *ilm-i-hadi£h) and 
in law (fiqb) and theology (kalam). He received people of 
all classes in a friendly way and conversed with them in a 
general manner. Although he was the son-in-law of the 
Khalifa, he never boasted about his position, but remained a 
humble-minded man. Like his predecessors he was a generous 
man and kind to the poor and indigent. He secretly aided the 
believers in Madina with money when they were in need. 
He was simple in his dress and frugal in his diet. In reply 
to a request to explain the nature and the attributes of God, 
he preached a sermon which presumably sets forth the 
Shi ah view. 1 

1 The Khutba is given in full in the Tuhfa’u'l-Mutaqin. pp. 74-6. 


CHAPTER VIII 

IMAM NAQI 

Muhammad Naqi was born in Madina in a.h. 214 in the 
reign of the Khalifa al-Ma‘mun. He was six years old when 
Muhammad Taqi died, so that he was not long m bis 
company. His father appointed him as his successor. 
Though he was so young he displayed great learning and 
capacity. According to a Tradition it is said that Muham¬ 
mad Taqi, when on the way to Madina, was asked about 
the succession in case of his death. He wept and the tears 
fell on bis beard. He said : ‘ This journey is not without its 
danger for me, and the Imimat after me will pass on to my 
son ‘Ali Naqi.’ It is true he was very young in the year 
a H. 220 when he became Im&m, but so was his father when 
he succeeded to the Imamat. The Khalifa was busy else¬ 
where and took no heed to this accession to the Imimat. 
Naqi was living quietly in Madina when trouble arose. For 
twelve years he had been engaged in teaching and in per¬ 
forming the duties of the Imamat. His fame had spread far 
and wide in Iraq, Mesopotamia, Persia and Egypt, and from 
these provinces men came in large numbers to be benefited 
by his teaching. 

‘Abdu’llah ibn H£kim, governor of Madina gave much 
trouble to the Imim.' He reported to the Khalifa Mutawakkil 
that Imam ‘All Naqi remained in his house and collected the 
materials for assuming the Amirship and all things necessary 
for gaining the Sultanate. He amassed gold and silver and 
purchased implements of war and wished to oppose the 
Khalifate. When ‘Ali Taqi knew of this letter he wrote to 
Mutawakkil and clearly stated how the governor of Madina 
had troubled him and had now sent in an utterly false report. 
These two letters, one after the other, reached Mutawakkil 
in Samarra. He bad no confidence in Ali Taqi’s letter and 
•proceeded to make plans for getting him into his possession, 
but thought it well to adopt the plan of appearing to be 
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friendly, and so he invited the Imam to come to him. He 
wrote him a long and friendly letter and sent it by the hands 
of Yafiya ibn Harthuma, who was accompanied by a large 
retinue of Amirs and.men of high position in the State. At 
the same time lie dismissed ‘Abdu’Jlah Hakim and appointed 
Abu’l-Fatfl, governor of Madina in his stead, and said that he 
had had no idea of the trouble the late governor had been 
giving. He added that be had strictly charged the new 
governor to pay due honour and respect to the Imam. AH 
this, however, was a clever trick. Again he wrote telling 
the Im£m that he (Mutawakkil) considered it his duty to 
respect all his rights, and to further the desires^of his house¬ 
hold, that he entirely disapproved of ‘Abdu’llah’s conduct. 
He went on to say that he had heard of the Imam’s fame 
and had long been desirous of seeing him, and that it would 
be a happy thing if the Imam and his friends would pay him 
a visit for a few days. For this reason he had sent Yahya 
ibn Hartljuma, with a large retinue, who would bring him in 
great comfort. With many more compliments and expres¬ 
sions of deep friendship the letter concluded. 

Imam Naqi, in response to the invitation, set out for 
Samarra. He did so with some misgivings, but seeing that 
Yahya ibn Harthuma was present with a large force and could 
compel obedience, and possibly thus impair the dignity of the 
Imamat and destroy the homes of the Sayyids, the Imam’s 
friends, he thought it wise to go as invited. His friends were 
sad when he departed. Yahya describes the journey thus; 

I was astonished and, when I saw his baggage, I said to 
myself how can the Shi’ahs accept such a man for a leader, 
who in this hot season takes with him things for use in cold 
weather and snow storms, and burdens himself with useless 
things on tbe journey, but I said nothing. Day by day we 
travelled on, and one day halted in a desert place, totally 
without even the shade of a tree, and nowhere could any signs 
of a habitation be seen, and our provision and water were not 
sufficient. I . had with me a friend and he and one of my 
guards held a religious discussion. One was a Shiah and one 
a Sunni; each one. was trying to convince the other of the 
superiority of his religion. The Sunni said: “Your Khalifa 
4 AH ibn Talib said;th&t there was no place, without graves. 
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There are none here.” Tbe answer came in a strange way. 
When evening came, the sky was clouded and a cold strong 
wiDd blew, and as the night drew on rain and snow fell and it 
became very cold, and the people suffered greatly. Harthuma 
says that he felt the cold intensely and had no means of 
keeping warm, when at midnight a servant of the Imam stood 
at the door of his tent, bringing a small bundle of clothes,, 
which the Imam bad sent for him and his secretary to wear, 
and so keep out the cold, I thanked the Imam for tbis- 
thoughtful kindness. The bundle contained two quilts, two 
coats and two pairs of pants, all stuffed with cotton. I divided 
them between my secretary and myself, with all sincerity of 
heart I accepted the Imamat of ‘All Naqi and wondered at. 
the foresight he had shown in bringing with him these things 
which, on starting out, seemed useless and unnecessary. I and 
the secretary put on the warm clothes to our great comfort. 
In the morning the storm abated and I went out, and found 
half of my men dead, amongst whom was my Sunn friend who 
had taunted tbe Shiah about tbe absence of graves, whereas 
‘Alx bin T^lib had said that there was no place without them. 
Now he found his own grave here. I at once went to see the 
Imam and found him reading the Qur’an. When he had 
finished he told me to go and bury the dead, and learn that 
God is great and powerful in all the earth, and that the words- 
of the Amiru’l-Muminun cannot fail to come to pass.’ This 
wonderful event had such an effect on Yahya that he also cast 
aside his vain beliefs and unreservedly acknowledged the true 
way. Such is the Shi‘ah story. 

At last they arrived at S&m4rra and the Imam came into- 
the hands of Mutawakkil who now forgot all his promises and 
protestations of friendship. In this he was not peculiar, for 
other ‘Abbasid Kh alifas had done the same. Mansur with 
Imam Jafar $adik ; Mahdi, Hadi and H^rfin with Imim 
Musa had done the same, when the object of apparent 
friendship had been obtained. Mutawakkil entertained him 
as a guest for two years and then began to alter his attitude 
towards him. 

He now proceeded to arrange for another place of residence. 
He ^elected a very mean house, situated in a part of tbe city 
inhabited by poor persons and beggars. The Ira&m quietly 
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submitted to the indignity and took up his abode in that 
wretched quarter. After a short time, Mutawakkil put the 
Imam in the charge of Zarrika, an officer of his array, in order 
that his conduct might be carefully watched; but the officer 
was so impressed with the Im&m’s conduct that, though he 
could not openly espouse his cause, he treated him kindly. 

One day a person named $afri called upon Zarrika and, 
in response to enquiries, said that he was a follower of the 
Khalifa. Zarrika guessed the true object of the visit and said 
that he knew it was the Imam he really wished to see. He 
also spoke kindly of the Imam and indeed professed his own 
belief in him. Then calling a servant he told him to take the 
visitor to the Imam, who was now a prisoner. He used the 
latter term in order to conceal (taqiya) his own views. He was 
a high court official and it would have been dangerous for him* 
before a servant, to have shown any special regard for the 
Imam. 

Safra found the Imam sitting on a mat by the side of an 
open grave which made him very sad and he wept. The 
Imam bade him not to grieve, for he himself had suffered no 
loss by these evil doings and that he kept the open grave to 
make himself humble before God. 

Mutawakkil was informed of Zarrika’s newly formed 
attachment to the Imam: but, as it was difficult to punish a 
high official, be ignored what to him was an offence, and said 
nothing to Zarrika, but simply transferred the Imam to the 
charge of a man named Sa‘ld. The visitor who to gain 
admittance said he had received orders to kill the prisoner, 
was allowed to see the Imam and found that his new warder 
•did not treat him as kindly as Zarrika had done, but gave him 
much trouble. This state of increasing severity of treatment 
by Mutawakkll’s orders went on for years, but the good 
behaviour, resignation and devotion of the Im£m so impressed 
all those who came into contact with him that they/became 
his disciples. For a while he was allowed to live in his own 
house, -but spies were always watching his actions and 
reporting them to Mutawakkil, who continued to persecute 
and trouble the Imam, and at length gave orders for his 
execution. In open durbar he ordered his chamberlain to 
bring the Im&m to his presence, and summoned four servants 
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with naked swords to stand ready when the order was given 

“ WtaTthlTtaim left the hall of audience the four servants 
stood by the door with drawn swords, but instead of finking 
hfm they threw away their swords, fell at h.s feet and humbly 
saluted him. Mutawakkil enquired the cause of such strange 
conduct. They said that they saw near the ImSm a P«son 
“itha drawn sword who said : ‘ If you give any trouble to 
the Im&m I will slay you all,' so they dared not obey the 
rnLllfa's order to slay the Imdm. It is said that by divine 
S the Me of the ImSm was saved. Many other plans, which 

it would be tedious to relate, were tried to silence the Imam, 
buTthey all failed. After a while Mutawakkil became very 
m Uth a boil, so bad that he could neither sit nor risei up_ 
Tim royal physicians wished to lance it, but the patient did 
not agree Other remedies failed. Then Mutawakkil s 
mother secretly sent to the Imam for advice. He recom- 
mended a plaster made from the dung of goats. When th ® 
prescription was read the assembled doctors laughed and said 
?t was useless, but Fatah ibn Kfcaqan recommended that it 
should be tried. This was done and the boil_at once burst 
and the patient was cured. His mother sent 10,000 dinars in 
a golden purse to the Imam as a present. Soon after this 
Mutawakkil declared that he had received information that 
arms were being collected and the Shi ahs called together for 
a revolt. His former desire to punish the Imam was renewed. 
In order that no time migh be lost he sent at once for Sa id, 
who formerly had charge of the Im£m and ordered him to 
take men and search the house of the Imam and bring away 
whatever he found therein. Said with his thirty soldiers 
placed a ladder against the wall, but could not get into the 
house for it was then very dark. The Imam hearing the 
noise said: ‘ O Said, wait a little and I will have a lamp lit. 
Then says Sa‘ld: ‘ We entered and found the Imam wearing 
a woollen robe, reading the Qur’an. He said ; search every 
corner and take what you like. We did s° a ^ *°und nothing 
except the golden purse in which thei £hahfa s mother had 
sent her present. The Imira said; Well what weapons and 
material for a revolt have you found ? He then took them 
all over the house and when nothing could be found, and told 
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Sa'fd then lifted up ^maSad f* T true stats of 'he case 
sword without a scabbard and th“ “ri" ancieDt . 

This was all that the soldiers could ST a ’ read y ref «"ed to. 
men took leave and departed MutMwUT 1 ™ Sa fd arKi his 
report was much ashamed, but d“d °° hearia « Sa'fd’s 

injure the Imam. He fh^n d not £ ,Ve U P his desire tn 

voets 3 °I f e highest r ank, offic^rTof durbar ' in wh >ch 
P°^ and ‘ he royal chamberlains were army ’ prea chers, 
h->n y ' EUard and African servants stnnJ* -® sent * Tbe foreign 
hall, sweet voiced minstrels stood V D / anks around the 
* grand ceremonious occasion n"F? tbe throne * It was 
cups and crystal goblets were aU Jlc,0us wine in golden 
arnved punctuall/in the du7Lr The 

and saluted him which he returned and ? * asse "ibly rose 
throne when Mutawakkil was seated 1 the ? appr °ached the 
royal d.gn.ty he did not rise, but he V° preser vehis 
some poetry, which with some reluctant to recite 

the assembly was soon apparent forint*® d,d * The eff ect on 
Mutawakkil gave the Im 4 m ° r a ^ began to weep Then 
as the preceding Khah7as^ h»T t0 return home. Just 
father, so Mutawakkil cnnfm *? 0ne t0 his father and trrand- 
Cal !’ Sa t an ic proceedings. In'the* Jea^ th ° Shi ah historians 
order that throughout hfs dominions nH ^ 237 he fc»ed an 
Imams All and Husain should nnt grima gesin veneration 
^ carry this out, he sent an office i Md ' in order 

"? Iltary force and instructed Mm J Kai j baIa with a large 

furth h °^ S ° be - yed the order - It would 6 he 6 pilgrims and 
Sh?‘ah u n,m0sity which Mutaw a kkn ,hn T to des cribe 
Shi ahs. He razed to the ground h W ? d tow ards the 

.iusain and persecuted the Dhimm' of Imam 

who d fae ^(Christians and Jews 

and churches, and placed dest royed their synagogues 

of life. He also bitterly perse^med The°M ■ n TT manner 
So we must pass on to the 1T, Mu ta2i,,s -’ 

notwithstanding MueawakkllTInt^;""!”^^^^^ 

| e Jhy ICX.S.) pp. 97-7 

6 Shl4b ~ ^ 


IMAM NAQI 


47 


year A.H. 256 in the reign of the Khalifa A!-Mu*atazz bi’llah 
be was poisoned. His son Hasan Askar! performed the 
fuDeral ceremonies and buried him in a sacred place in his own 
bouse. His high qualities are duly set forth by Shl‘ah 
historians. Allowing for the fulsome flattery which charac¬ 
terizes their accounts of the Im£m, it does appear that Imam 
4 All Naql was a good-tempered, quiet man, who all his days 
suffered much from Mutawakkil’s hatred, and under it all 
preserved his dignity and exhibited bis patience. 



CHAPTER IX 

IMAM ASKARI 


» A H. 234 

Sdm£r HettS ^ 

In matters other than what rdated^o^d **?■' weI1 ' nstructed - 

engaged. His Imamat K SO o • to ec * uc ation he was not 
whom the people did notof Mu'atazz M‘ll4h, 
Khalifa was entirely in “he hZt ?t dlS ° rd ? rs arose - This 
by whom he was finally denn ? th *! Turkish mercenaries 
power of the ‘Abbasids was deHi tQ deatb -“ The 

Shfahs was not abated. The Khal'f' u* * h . eir , hatred ° f the 
a high spirited horse whirl, * Musta in Mlih bought 
suggested to him thal he Stoutd s° a? C °,“' d ride ' 11 "as 
ask him to ride it when h- ij 6 d f ,° r , Imam Askari and 
great satisfaction ^If tf bi J ^ “ llad * the 

suggestion as an in« 5 nir«a in ,, bl ah w ^° welcomed the 

ibn HiSn whose father wks » 6 7" invi,ed aad A ^ ad 

Imam’s stables, tells the storv a c . ve ^ erina ^ y surgeon in the 
narrator says: ‘ I found in th trll ,!l ear<1 Jt from him * The 
mule which ; o one could dde o" " 8 StableS a beautiful 

Musta'in requested‘Askari to sfddlp 7®??* remed y-' 

exhibit Td ^orae ffae'horsemans^* * « 

a Thus the design ° f “ o~m^r 

was T wi« r h'faeaffafas U of'fae Z S t tate h ; Wh ° f fu ' iy engaged as fa * 

intention of putting the Imam to deTh. H^arrtfatt™ a'd 

'^S»«? s t , s= 5 ssff •" ““ * 
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krmwn mtTn l^fX IhfThs WaI1 

chTleofl^r A1 ' *> .'tlS. hal 

to bfm Ld heil e a See ‘l S h J s g ° 0d conduct aod P^ty came 
afterwards did ff,h “k* f ° rgiven for bis ™ da "<i and 

h storians sav thar ,!, ng £“* Pra ,! Se the Imdm - Tbe Shf‘ah 
° L Sa * bat th ' s shows that God had guided him and 

and go* w™ CeS ofM “ata Z z, notwithstanding his pomp 
KhJ ? y i aTu '? y am a S a,nst the decrees of God. The 
“5. a al-Muhtadi bi'llab, afterwards assassinated, like his 

Imlm h S ° r P ^, se y uted the Ima " a ^ imprisoned him! The 

Imam bore all these troubles with patience and remained 

“I? the S v d d VOt, °d nS - T. b * •*>« «hfa guards “o 
great that they dared to disobey orders and showed the 

and t n he r iTof th/TT i?*” ° ther guards Wer “ employed 
ana the Jot of the Imam became worse, for he was often 

deprived of his daily requirements. Even water for the 

ceremonial ablutions was sometimes forbidden to his great 

distress. 1 One day Mu’tamid ordered his men to take the 

mam o t e place where the lions were kept, to open the door 

of the enclosure and then to thrust him inside. 9 His guards 

What d g d b ,hay e beSd7 atCbed inten5R in —s« the result.’ 

arou’ndhfm 1Sm w n , t K red ‘u be enclosure and all the lions stood 

kindly and" th« all h, Ta® ‘ he least fear he them 

Sen Then the 1 ^ ^7” at his feet > and remained 

''7L„ , tbe Imam s P read bis prayer mat on the ground 

anfmalfform d y t0 Sa r the Dam4z ’ whiIst *hese man eating 

askS theSi, °.' r 6 r ° UDd him - The officer-in-cbarge 
^ ^ , t0 come and see tbe extraordinary sight. 

to?h he and'hi?^ St °° d by * e door of ,be ^Insure and 
, mid his officers were so astonished that the fear of 

uttly Shamed ^ ^ they were ^chless sling 

fanh safe a nd *nS OP Ta d V he . d00r 3Dd the Imdm ca ™ 
„.jj, a. und. The Imam was, however, kept in 

boned that theT nt “f he WaS up tiH now childless, it was 
Hoped that the line of Imams would come to an end. In 

’ AI-*Askari, p. 30 . 

9 Ibid. p. 32. 

4 
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M? rj r 

air could come in and from 7hed°' VS ’ ,hrou ® h which light or 
was no escape. ’iJewas confined h QeSS f° f th ® gr ° UQd ther ® 
though a young man of twentWnnr ^ f ° r f tW ° years ’ and 
appearance of an old L < years of age he had the 

this calmlyandquiSy The lm * m boreaI1 

Baghdad' 'and t'chriT "*** drought and famine in 

up his hands toSSlT PneSt bef0re a ^ reat crowd lifted 
Seeing this tirade prayed ' aad rain ^11. 

there was a great danger If £ ? f / h ® , people was shaken and 
was much troMM J?wv, ° f tbeir f< ? rsakio * Islam. Mu'tamid 

All he said was * If alAh^ S ° Im ? m WaS toId about iL 
GodLI can remote all £*5oSb2/ * “ ‘° gether ’ 

SrwwasSsSwssM! 

prTson! "Another^accountti^^ia^theTmTm^bef *? - his 
prayed for rain and it fell. m before ret,r,n * 

caroJly avoided 


1 AI-'Ajforr*, p, 40 . 
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^hf ah historians complain that MiAamu 
unlawful act, that is he restricted tb^a now d,d another 
Ocnown as the Rasm-i-Khams or th* « payn3 f nt °f what is 
of one-fifth of the produce of rrrt payment by way of alms 
f Fidak, Which begged to '/ be garden 

'fatmly, bad been appropriated by the Kh=]'r » ‘* S ° to his 

Sood Kiallfa ‘Uma, II restored i, to ^l fa¥ a™“- Tbe 

his just reign, however, Khalifas apnear tn t endants - Af ter 
•the Rasm-i-Kiams, intended for cha^tabje^ 8 ^ Md 
applied to their own use, or to meet the n PUrposes ’ 

State. Anyhow, the poorer ShfahT «„ °?“ ss “ ,es of the 

£ r, ed la K t e M y ' ty mis aPPtopriation of fund's 

■of the Imam fai bdefermineTto'af ?T ‘° T tbe dest ™=>ion 
osed by his predecessor the S'ft' S ° S “««sfuily 
Imdm being unsusDicione HronL- i- slD f»' poison. The 
by Mu'tamid. He was ntfor ^e”^ 1 " 3UOr J S f Dt «* P'asen. 
in the twenty-eighth year of hi® at? & * S a °j ^en.died. Thus 
A- H- 260 another Itnim in the sfm elT “ th ' ^ar 
ones had done. When the neu, c a e ® ad way.-that previous 

-nd an uproar and"tea,S XeiX? T™ ^ 
quieted down when the officials and ^ ba ? aars » which 
procession to the cemetery H e i h T ,tes Joined in the 
•his father at Samarra *a erL7 b ,ed pear the grave of 
•attended the funeral and standing In r C n ° DCQ . urse the people, 
prayers. There was s^Te^ZoTtVn'T 6 “ the funera * 
and. the people not needing to • c asses ln the city, 

4-taqiyya) were able to openlv ^° n (biIa <3 aid " 

at least is the Shfah stJtenlCl o'" ^ Such 
given of the high moral nnalitiic , g acc °unts are 
'Piety of Im4m ‘All ‘Askarl o ’ ^ he ^ arning and the 

when a lad, watching some boys a?^^^ 1 ? 1 SaW him 

would like to join, offered to buy for him wha'r ° g that h * 
for the game received tbe answer • ‘O * W&S n T ecessar y 

created for playing games, but for wis^ 

h'st of articles or 

•different proportion; see Faith of /S* mh. ^ authorities gi ve a 
-acnon of Mu'tamid gave great offenSand PP> 39£H? - The 

<h«s subject. See Al-'Askari, pp. gfiToo many pages are d <woted to- 
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a young man be was exceedingly polite. A narrator says that 

r* f 1 “r li the *Au describe the y° u ^g man to him. He 

y Abbasid dynasty came there was no one so 

well fitted for the KJialifate as Imam Askari who was famed 
for bis piety and devoutness, wisdom and learning, chastity,, 
nobility^ and perfect qualities. Many such like stories are 
narrated; but the Shi ah imagination is very vivid and all 
f ucb panegyrics need not be treated as serious history. As it 
is a cardinal article of belief that all the accepted Imams are- 
perfect and sinless men, nothing but praise of them can be 
found in accounts given by their followers. 

Allowing for all this, it still remains fairly certain that 

bad i y tr ^ tei by the Umayyad and the 
Abbasid Khalifas, though they do not seem to have taken 
part m any revolution, yet the fact remains that the Zaidite 
sect and the Imamiyya Shi ahs did now and again rise against 
the ruling authorities. Though it does not appear that the 
Imdms took any active part in these affairs, or were res- 

varinnlV^Vf 61 ?’ , *,‘! 0e8 t0 SOme extent explain why the 
various Khalifas found it necessary to keep a close watch on 

them, and sometimes to imprison them. Still when this is 
said it may be admitted that the treatment the Imams received 
was harsh and cruel, and tended to keep alive to this day a 
<ieep feeling of resentment. 


CHAPTER X 

IMAM AL-MAHDI 

r D H S A l the S ° n ° f A1 *‘ Askari was b °™ “ a.h. 255 
wa s sumamed Al-Muotazir (the Expected): 
Hujjatullah (Proof of God); Imamu’z-Zaman (Imam of 

laLrf \K n w I ' Mahdi (the Guided )* He is gTneTally 
called by the last name, which implies that he is 6 able to 

■guide others. He was five years old when his father died 

His mothers name was Narjis Khatum, a favourite slave 

girl of his aunt s, with whom his father had fallen in love 

The marvels attending his birth led his father to declare that 

he was; the promised Mabdi.' For his safety he was kept 

n strict seclusion, and only a few trusted friends were 

" ° SCe h v m ‘ The wonderful events connected with 

'Abbasid Kbabf^sh ’bl't SeCrBt Iest tho of the 

DDasid 4^abfa should be aroused. As a boy be showed 

Sffto P thBb ‘ hat hls .P. romo ‘ io »'° the Imamat commended 
itself to the believers, but the work of the office was keot 

.secret from the general public. This period of seclusion ?s 
called the Minor (Dccultation (Ghaibatu’s-Saghra). It coffti- 

KuhraT V^ e i tim ^°x f the Major Occultation (Ghaibahu’l- 
S Z lt if ted for sixty-nine years. Duri^ all this 
time a few selected friends were permitted to become 

^si” ate T '! lt t L h {" 1 ’ and a few others to pay him occasional 
-visits. To the former he made known his plans and wishes 
They are ca led the Abwab (doors) through whom he held 
communication with the outer world * and thus no opportuffity 

* Ntir-i-Maqsud, p. 1 ]. 

* Nur-i-Maqstid, p. 41. 
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was given to other persons to lay claim to the office, though 
after his final disappearance some unsuccessfully claimed 
to be his successor. He had no need for secular power,, 
though by his right guidance of people find the preservation 
of the sacred law, he rendered, though it was not admitted 
by noo-Shi‘ahs, real.service to the state.’ Between a God- 
appointed Imam and a rhan-appointed leader, as the Malita- 
was said to be, there could be no connexion. They belonged 
to different spheres of existence and influence. The Imam, 
though in seclusion, duly performed the spiritual, duties Of 

his office. ■ . . ■ . 

The Khalifa Mu tamid, a pleasure-loving man, imprisoned- 
the Imam’s mother, Narjis Kfiatum for six month's,, and so 
intimidated the Shiahs that they had to practice religious- 
dissimulation (taqiyya) in order to escape persecution. Many 
left their homes and fled to other countries, where they lived 
in peace and propagated their religion. The geographer,. 
Mustanfi, says that in 1340 there were many Kurds who had 
become Shrahs and believed in twelve Im&ms. They split 
up into numerous sects, others wandered in the deserts and 
in mountain regions in great distress and perished. A triend 
of Mu tamid told him that the Imam had appointed envoyS- 
and agents to collect taxes from the Shi ahs. He sent spies^ 
to watch the house and to search in every city for tfiesfr 
fhavoys, .in order that he might find a solid ground of complaint 
against the .Imani, but news of Mu tamid’g. plan had leaked 
out and soil failed. ’ For a few years the Sbi ahs^ were left 
in peace, But Mutadid,. the next Khalifa, was their, fitter 
enemy ahd troubled them greatly. The Sbi ah histonans- 
love to dwell upon what they call the wonderful personal 
influence of the Imam over all who came into his presence. 
Here is one story: Mu tadid sent for a friend named Kashiqj 
. and toid him to take two companions and to ride lp^ haste to. 

Samarra, and there, after finding the house of the Imam, to 
- enter and search it in order to find out .whether anything sus¬ 
picious could be found. They at last discovered a-beaufifu* 
iflansion/’ outside of which a servant was at work. They 
— asked him to tell them the name of the person whp dwelt 

n-Nlit*-i*Mdqsud, p. 47. ;: - i ‘ 1 

* RASJ, October 1921, p. 571. 
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there With great unconcern he worked quietlyon and 
simply said that the house belonged to tts owner They the 
entered through the outer gate and saw a stream of runni g 
water.into which twoof their number in their eagernessto 
rush on fell and were nearly drowned. At last they ent 
the house and wandered through richly furnished rocms,^but 
found no living person in them. Finally they 
room in which they saw a venerable, dignified man ; . 

in prayer. He took no notice of them and 
devotions. They were so struck with his calmness devotion 

and general bearing that they gave up tbeob J ecto ^ b ®\ r 
visit and were about to return in great astonishment. 

Rashjq at last was able to say to the Imam that : b ° P £ e 

foundiy impressed by what he saw, and J»M e *£“don 

hearing what had happened, 

in various parts of the Empir« broke ou. and were g Sup- 
pressed with much cruelly. The Shiahs a 

bit, N?w r aTso U r P eriod of the Minor Occnltation was draw- 

Occupation commenced? The ImU suddenly disappeared 
in an underground passage m Samarra, and ,B ;™PP°- b lsa 

Suh h :rh!s 0 ’fo,leer's 5 , hedojnow£d ?£ for abriei^rm 

5to°rTes h a“ told. t0 I h selectTn r iy one. 5 ‘A #iji when malting 
^he circuit? (Shaut) around the Ka‘ba saw in a crowd a 

fan" \r g H?r a sf ef.hfb^t^de^who This °persou 
was. They replied, ‘ A son of the Prophet, who comes every 

, A lew years before the Buyfd family 

erf the empire, deposed and appointed bfy Fitimid dynasty was- 

growing*atrMg wortd an^. t^tT ^ «ST* 

for a time. Op. cit. p. 243. 
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year to instruct his followers.’ The U&ji went down the 
road after him and asked for instruction. The young man 
gave him some gravel and passed on without saying a word. 
The H&ji said, 4 I told the people what he had done, but on 
-opening my hand found the gravel had disappeared. On 
-another part of my person were several pieces of gold. I went 
after him. He said, “Now you know liujjatu llah (the 
proof of God) and that by the Amri'llah (order of God) your 
nature is changed. Do you know me ?’’I replied, No’. He 
said, “ I am Al-Mahdi, who will come and fill the world with 
justice and equity. There is never a time when the Hhj- 
jatu‘ilah is not. All you have seen and known must not be tola 
to any except the seekers after truth Another account is 
that Al-Mahdi and Christ, both of whom are declared^imilar, 
will unite in the sacred war (jihal) and slay Antichrist. These 
‘doors’lived on after the Mahdi’s disappearance and when 
Abu 1-Hasan, the last of them, approached his end, the Shi ahs, 
•dreading lest all connexion with the Imam would be lost, 
begged him to appoint a successor. He refused, saying 
that communications between the Imam and his followers 
would entirely cease until the full time of the Major Occultation 
was over. Then the Imam would return and be known to all. 
It is believed that before Al-Mahdi reappears, Sufyan, a 
■descendant of the hated Khalifa Yazld, will come with a large 
army and plunder Madina and dwell in Kufa. He will 
promise a thousand pieces of gold to anyone who brings to 
him a head of a Shl‘ah. His appearance will strike terror in 
■the hearts of those who see him and his actions will be brutal. 
He will be destroyed with other workers of evil. Then 
Antichrist will enter on the stage and rule for forty years with 
great tyranny. His followers will be Jews, women and 
Arabs. He will have ruling powers over all the earth, except 
Mecca and its two mountains. It is said that he was born 
■during the life time of the Prophet and claimed to a Prophet, 
whereupon Muhammad ordered an angel, to cast him down a 
well, where he remains a chained captive until the Dear advent 
of Al-Mahdi. He is a great magician and Satan dances 
before him and devils cause him to look so beautiful, 

* Niir-i-Maqsud, p. 229. 
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*hnni?h in reality bis appearance is repulsive, that people are 
Imacted ,o fat" The P L on which he rides is of abnormal 

Then Al-Mahdi and Jesns Christ, the two pure and 

V f tsts. ffSiT ‘tssrx 

Moses and the seal of Solomon ; the one with which to rule, 
rte other w th which to seal the lips of unbelievers.* Many 
■SM'ah traditions assert that the Prophet foretold the dtvme 
Appointment of Al-Mahdi for the work assigned to him. 

The ^rnteT i "r inihe year 1847 claimed to be 

Tabulka ? Where has Jabulsa gone ? Where is the air or 
Antkhrist’ When will Sufyan appear?’ And on this and 
other considerations they pronounced the Babas an impostor. 

' The above is the account given in the ‘ Aqd’idu'sh-Shi'ah , quoted 

* Further details are given in the Persia* 

hook, Tuhfa-i-ItJwa ‘ Ashariyya, chapter vn. 

3 The Episode of the Bdb, p. 2»e. 
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ACCORDING to Al-Bagbdidi there was some difference of 
oDinion as to the number of Imams preceding AI Mahdu 
The Kaisamiyya sect say that Mul ?ammad al-yanafiya did 
not die, but retired to Mt. Ridwa, where hew' 11 bve long, 
nourished with water and honey and protected by a panther 
Stle" ppea- as Al-Mahdi. The 
affirmed that Muhammad, a great grandson of 
live at Mt Hajar in concealment until he returns to publ 
life as Al-Mahdi. The views of .Z^dites and °) The 

Ism&'llians have been already desci” bed P £ ^coming 

Bakiriyya sect maintain that Imam Bakir is the coming 
Mahdt The Qat'iyya sect believe in twelve Imams and a 
called ‘ The Twelvers ’ (Ilhna ‘Ashanyya). They are better 
known as the Im&mians to which body the greater number o 

Shi ‘rn S M° y :ore el Se is a small sect called ^air-i-Mahdi 

&rdrX^,W^aad^|a^£ 
SST %XL 8 T^TZ ntmed 

, , ,i n 1^70—1405.) His followers were also called 

^r^e^saia that all thiags proc.ded 
from Nuqta-i-Khik, or an atom of earth. Sbab Abtoa 
expelled the sect from Persia, but about the same time 
Akbar (a.D. 1560-1605) treated them kindly. 

The enthusiasm with which the Sh. ahs show them 
devotion to their Imams can only be understood when it is 
realized that they believe them to be the d|vme^ appoint^ 
successors of the Prophet and endowed 

eifts Thev must be lineal descendants of Muhammaa 
through *AK and Fatima, whereas the Kballfa of the Sunms. 
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Muslim usage. - of the p rop het is endowed with 

The Imam as a successor of the ^ Jg free from 

all his qualities He is the wis^ ority . g {he autho nty of 

all original or act J al T s ' • the ess ence of true religion. 

God. To know the Imam « * nd the Im £ ms are clearly 

The extravagant claims for v DO wn as the Qar an-i- 
set forth in the Shi ah commen aa b6l Press, Delhi), to which is 
Majid , Maqbul Tarjuma This is devoted to 

added a volume of notes, ca • hicb are interpreted 

an exposition of verses in the Qur an ]arge of 

as referring to All and ^“mostly given by Imdms 
Traditions are Quoted. Y Qur’anic verses is very 

Bakir and Jafar. The exegesuid for the 

fanciful and the Isnad, or chain^^ ^ manufacture of 
Traditions, is not given. } f doctrine, or to strengthen a- 
JSES&ZZ so common that they are of no historical 

V tl detailed in—n ahout th. — - -* - — * 
^rd^nii^li the authenticity of the Tradition, 
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Admitting the fact that Shl‘ab historians are very credulous 
-persons, who neither possess, or, at least, do not display any 
•sound critical judgement, 1 we may refer to them, not for 
.arriving at a correct historical account of facts, but as show¬ 
ing what they teach the community to believe as true 
-statements. When they are thus accepted, the passionate 
-devotion of the Shiahs to ‘All and his successors is 

-explained. , 

1 now give a number of interpretations of, and comments 
on verses of the Quran which illustrate the above statements. 
It will be seen that in many instances the exegesis^ is faulty, 
Suratu’l-M&'lda (v) 20. 4 Verily your protector is God and the 
.-apostles are those who believe.’ Imam Ja far says that the 
^phrase 4 those who believe ’ means ‘All and the Imams. 

Suratu’l Malda (v) 71. ‘O! Apostle, proclaim all that 
.hath been sent down to thee from thy Lord.’ 

Imam Bahir says; 4 There are the obligatory commands 
•(farina), one to institute the Hajj, theotheAto establish the 
Imamat.’ He also adds that this verse came after the verse 
This day have I perfected your religion for you.’ It is said 
that when the Prophet made the Hajj, Gabriel instructed 
him to make ‘All his successor, and to give him the banner 

■ of guidance.’ , , . , , , 

Suratu’l-Qasas (xxviii) 68. God createth what he will 
and hath a free choice.’ This refers to the appointment of 

the Imams. , . . , 

SuratuV-Rum (xxx) 56. They to whom knowledge and 
faith have been given.’ They are All and his successors, 

men of knowledge and piety. , f 

Suratu’s-Sajda (xxxii). And we appointed Imams irom 
among them who should guide after our command. These 
are ‘All and his successors. 

1 They are not the only men who, by help of their imagination 
4 ake short cots to what they desire, or make fairy tales the basis ot that 
«desire. See Dollinger, Prophecies and the Prophetic Spirit, p. vu. 


appendix b 


6r 


C- *. »i AnKivn* fxxil 73. 4 We made them models who- 

„ others by our command.' Imam Ja'far Sadi,- 

‘Thire aroS.ro binds of Im&ms. those who obey the 

Sa 'n * f Tnd in preference to that of men, and those who put 
wtl of God in pretexeBce ^ and lead men to 

their own will in tne place cu , , - ‘*ir 

destruction. The former are the Athna Ashar.yya, i.e., All 

and ^Lm C Yfs7n (xxxii) 11. ‘Clear book of our decries’— 

S s said that ‘AH said that he was 

“Jfo Mubainin for he couid destinguish truth from- 

fa,S &i-Baqara (a) 118. ‘ When the Lord matfc trWtf‘ 
Sdd a ^ a aid^ 5, ‘ T'be^omm^u^^-c^he^airTe^as thosLivem to 

pardon for the sake of^Ai , F ? Muhammad is reported to- 
havfs^when Averse' Le, that when abolishing pagan- 

rites, he retained the Imimat. d ^ th# Apos „ e . 

wiJ authority.’ This refers- 

to ‘All and Wusam, an objector said . T a ‘far replied 

for authority and would never ^ . g linked with 

rince toGodaod the Prophet, because they and the 

Imam Ar-Rida says that a . of ‘ A ]j an d Fdtima 

^dVav 80 ' P»yand Godwin send mercy upon you.’ The 
Im^dd^ ‘ S-h Lour was never before gtven to the 

^IrlTBaT-O;) 119 ‘God will 

truth advantage the trut u . followers will 

a-ss E^ifiSSSr a . ■ — 
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Muhammad will be asked if he has carried out the orders of 
•God He will summon as witnesses the Pen (qalm; and tbe 
Tablet (lauh) who in the form of men will state that all was 
written down. Then Gabriel will bear witness that he duly 
•delivered the messages to Muhammad. The latter in response 
to an enquiry will say that he appointed Ah as his successor 
to carry on the work. ‘All will then relate how he and his two 
sons were murdered, but that there were successive Imams to 
continue to make known the will of God. The account is 

told in a realistic style. 1 , . . , . . Hie . 

SuratuVTauba (ix) 33. ‘He it is who hath sent His 
.Apostle with the guidance and a religion of the truth, that 
;,he mav make it victorious over every other religion. 

Ti Mhs4 Kazim says: ‘This will be done by means 
of the religion of ‘All and it will not come to pass until 

Al-Mahdi comes.’ , , . , , . 

Suratu Yunas (x) 94. ‘ And if thou art m doubt about 

•that which we have sent down to them, enquire of those who 

have read the scriptures before thee.’ . Ktc 

Shiahs hold that the Prophet could not have doubts, 
and so Imam Ja‘far says that when Muhammad made his 
famous night journey (MiV&j), God made known to him the 
• excellence of ‘AH. Muhammad then met a great assembly 
of the prophets, and engaged in prayer (namaz) with the . 
The message just received passed from his memory . then 1this 
verse came directing him to consult the assembled prophets, 
who forthwith confirmed the statement. Imam Bakir brings 
-Gabriel into the scene and tells substantially the same st y. 
Suratu’l-A‘raf (vii) 35. ‘ Our messengers. 

‘All and Husain say it refers to All and his successors. 
Whea the Quraish challenged his claim, All quoted this 
verse. 8 

1 The above are extracts from a Sbi‘ah translation of the Qar*4o ^ 
notes, called Qur'dn-i-Majid and Tar,uma-t-Maqbul. Maqbul Press, 

Deb i?This is a good example of faulty exegesis. The verse simply 
reminds the Prophet that be should get bis doubt settled by consulting 
the Abl-i-Kitab (Jews and Christians). See the Tafstrs of Baidaw 

° { ?Thfcomraentator9 Husain and Mu'alim say it refers to the angel of 
■4eath. 
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Sfiratu Barn ^ 

kin render his due . Khalifa Mahdi with sequestra- 

*** **and quoted this verse to show that by 

^ her descen - 

^sU Bani I** M a,., ^afchuntoth. night, 

-shall be an excess 0 *® r (Maqaman Mahmudan). 

give thee a glorious stationt ^ tion • is nea r the throne of 

It is said that the g Imims and their followers 

-intercessioo^f *Muhammad^ because^^they -re loyal to Ah. 

and the earth. Hi g as it were , a glittering 

the lamp encased m glass,, s 

star. It is light upon * nic he,’ t he ‘ lamp ’ and tbe 

Imim Ja far say on and Husain. Fitima, the pure, 

* glass ’ mean Fatima, men# " Another account is that 

is as a bright star amo g . the light of prophesy, the 

ft 

i^.^r^o^ mindedto 

■make men spiritual chiefs *. p r< L he t looking towards Ah 
Imam Jafar says: Jn be brought low, but will attain 
and Husain said . You # quoted this verse. In a 

to tbe Khilafat after “£$Et ?old Salman-i-Farsi that 

frouTthe^ight (u“) TTcW. which then passed onto AH, 

"o P mSn.«o“ e sgWe " * 

-poor and needy. 
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Fitiraa and the eleven Imams, and that their function irr 
God’s kingdom of light was to praise and glorify God. 

Suratu’l-Qasas (xxviii) 68. ‘ Your Lord createth what He 

will and hath a'free choice, but they (the people) have no¬ 
power to choose/ 

In the mosque at Merv a crowd of persons discoursed 
about the Imamat and many different opinions were given. 
Then Imam Ritfa.ascended the pulpit and delivered a sermon 
on the subject, showing that it was the free gift of God to 
Mubammad, ‘AH and his heirs, and was not the gift of the 

^ Suratu’l-Ahzab (xxxiii) 33. ‘ God only desireth to put 
away filthiness from you as his household and with* 

cleaning to cleanse you.’ 1 Tr 

Imdm Bakir says that this refers to Ah, Fatima, Hasan 
and Husain, and that those who say it has reference to the 
wives of the Prophet are liars and sinners. 

Suratu Sdd (xxxviii) 75. God said, O Ibles what 
hindereth thee from worshipping what my 'hands have 
made ’ 1 

Imam Jafar, one day sitting with his pupils around him,, 
was asked to explain this verse. He said that the words my 
hand ’ meant the power of God and repudiated all anthropo¬ 
morphic ideas. He then advised his pupils to consult the 
Imams in their difficulties for to them God had given great 
knowledge and much wisdom. 

Surata’z Zukhruf (xliii) 57. And when the son of Mary 
was set forth as an example/ 

There is a Tradition that some person said to the Prophet 
* Jesus raised the dead, canst thou ? ’ He called for AH, 
and, whispering something in his ear, sent him with the 
people to the cemetery, on arriving there Ah cried out 
‘O such an one’; The dead man rose up and stood beforn 
them. After the people bad questioned him, he lay down 

1 The pronoun in ' cleanse you * is masculine— Kum —and not feminine 
—Kunna, and so the Sbfahs say that it cannot refer to the wives of the- 
Propbet; but the whole passage from verse thirty must refer to the- 
•wives and the pronoun in previous parts of the sentence is feminine. A I 
commentators except Sbf‘ah ones say the words refer to the wives and 
are quite correct in their interpretation. 
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aira in in tbe *»■»*.’ This- « narrated to -Show UWt had 

tHfl same miraculous power as Jesus had. 

“sfiratn’I-Fath (xlviii) 2. ‘ God- forgivoth thy earlier and 

: ‘By oral and written proof the 
Prophet had been found sinless. This verse means that God 
made him thei surety for the pardon of the earlier and fa er 
sins or the followers of ‘AH/ Imam Bakir says that the sms 
are those of the community; the earlier ones are those 
committed before the time of Mufiammad; the lat^r ones 

those which occurred after his timei _ .. . 

Sayyid ibn Ta’us says that at the taking of. Mecca the 
Prophet did not plunder or damage tt.Jtad soothe ^le of 
Mec P ca forgave what they thought were his faults before and 

26. ‘ God sent down his peace 
the Apostle and on the faithf ul, and stabhsbed ra them the 

^"irnim 1 Bakir says that by the order of^God, thfc 

piety’ (Kalamatu’t-Taqwa) was established m Ah. Imam 

Rida says it means the religion of Ah. ........ 

Suratu’n-Najm (liii) 1-4. ‘ By the *tar when it ^ eth 

your compatriot erreth -not nor is led' a*trt*y,. 
speaketh be from mere impulse. It no other than 

teV th?lS: le BSf” d J afar say tha, thisam^s that 
the Prophet in his affection for ‘AH neither erred nor^went 
astray. He did not act on impulse but under divine 
inspiration. In his last illness he said : To-morrow a stai|will 
appear in the room of one of the Companions (Asbab). Imam 
Ja far says a brilliant star did so appear m Ah s room. Some 
of the disaffected then said, Muhammad has gone astray. 
Then this verse was revealed to rebuke such gainsayers. 

Sfiratu’t-Tahnm (lxvi) 4. ‘ If. ye conspire against the 

Prophet, then know that God is his protector and Gabriel 
and every just man among the faithful and the angels are 
his helpers besides/ AH is reported to have said that one 
day the Prophet said that he had good news for him and 
recited this verse, stating that the words every just man 
meant ‘All and hisjsaccessora 

5 



66 


IMAMS 


Suratu’r- Rahman (lv) 16. ‘ He is the Lord of the two 

Easts and of the two Wests. 

^ Imam Jafar says that the • two Easts are Muhammad 
and ‘All, the 4 two Wests’ are Hasan and Husain. 

Suratu’l-‘Alaq (xcvi) 17. ‘ Then let him summon his 

aSS Tmim* Bakir says that when God made the world, he 
created the first ‘night of power, the night in which he 
would annually make known to a Prophet his^ will and what 
was about to happen. Such a prophet would not dierurrtd 
his successor was appointed, so each prophet had h s 
immediate successor whom he summoned. Muhammad th 
by this divine permission summoned Ah to be his successor 
and he passed on the office to the Im&ms. 1 , 

Shratu’l-Kauthar (cviii) 1- Truly we have given thee an 

abundanQ ommentators Baidawi and Husain say digt 

Kauthar means (l) abundance of all that « 

the name of a river in Paradise. A Shi ah co ^® Dt ^- 

takes the latter view and says its water is whiter than mUk 

and sweeter than honey, and relates marvellous stones j ajbo£ 
it which bring in ‘All. The Prophet 1S ako reported to j^ve 
said: ‘ God gave me the Quran, propbetship, kai^ar, 
inspiration (wahl) and *he Mi‘raj: to Ah he gave 
succession to the Prophet, Salsabll (a fountain in Paradise) 
inspiration (ilh&m) and the privilege of lifting the curtain 
before the door of Paradise. 

i This interpretation is very fanciful. The reference,J «» 
who is ironically told to summon his associates in order to oppose 

Muhammad. 
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